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HE reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth was an eventful peri- 

od in the history of the Puritans. 
‘The accession of this great prin- 
cess to the throne of England, 
diffused the highest joy among 
all her protestant subjects, and 
added new vigour to the cause 
of the Reformers through Chris- 
tendom. While the plains of 
Smithfield had scarce ceased to 
smoke with the fires of martyr- 
dom, a princess, whose former 
character had inspired the most 
animating hopes, who was be- 
lieved to be firmly attached to 
the protestant religion, appeared 
at the head of the realm, the 
lawful possessor of the sceptre. 
With the exception of a few of 
the most servile devotees of the 
papacy, all orders of men re- 
Vou. 1V. No. 11. 











joiced that the. government of 
the nation was now to be admin- 
istered by a sovereign, possess* 
ing a vigour of miad, a firmness 
of character, and an unalterable 
attachment to the true interests 
of her own country. And what- 
ever might have been their 
hopes, in no prince, were such 
anticipations ever more fully 
realized. But while the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth was distin- 
guished with as able an admin- 
istration, with as wise counsels, 
as ever managed the govern- 
ment of England, by an unac- 
countable errer in her policy, 
the Puritans, than whom no 
class of her subjects were more 
deserving of royal favor, were 
oppressed and abused during the 
whole period of her govern- 
ment. During a reign of forty- 
five years, which was equally 
steady in its errors and its wis- 
dom, the Puritans were inces- 
santly harrassed with oppressive 
laws, with the tyranny of the 
prelates, with the resentment of 
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the court, and, so far as it could 
be excited, with the odium of 
the populace. ‘These measures 
compelled the Puritans, after a 
long endurance of oppression, 
with great reluctance, to sepa- 
rate from that Church, in whose 
bosom they had been born and 
spent their lives, in whose com- 
munion they hoped to die, and 
to commit their cause to the 
holy protection of God their 
Saviour. 

After an importunate reign 
of five years, Queen Mary died 
in the year 1558, and was suc- 
ceeded in the government of 
the kingdom by her half-sister, 
Elizabeth. On the news of 
the peaceable succession of 
Elizabeth, the English Exiles on 
the continent, who had fled from 
the persecutions of her bigot- 
ed predecessor, generally, deter- 
mined to return to their native 
country. The rise of the Pu- 
ritans at Frankfort and Geneva, 
with the dissensions which arose 
in consequence, were briefly 
stated in our Jast number. As 
they. were preparing for their 
return, letters of condescension 
and mutual forgiveness passed 
between the different parties, 
and there was every appearance 
of a cordial reconciliation.— 
They determined to return to 
their own country, and unite 
their efforts to banish all the 
institutions of Popery, and to 
establish the English Church on 
the true foundation of the Gos- 
pel of Christ. And there is 
still reason to believe, had the 
Divines been properly support- 
ed by the government, though 
there might have been some 
minor differences of sentiment, 
the English Church would have 
received the best constitution 





which the light of that day 
could have produced, which 
Would have prevented that fatal 
separation, which finally issued 
in the overthrow of the monar- 
chy. 

Fhe different sentiments 
which had been imbibed by the 
Exiles, on the subject of ecclesi- 
astical discipline and divine wor- 
ship, during their residence 
among the foreign Reformed 
churches, they brought with 
them on their return to Eng- 
land. As the ferment of the 
public mind, occasioned by the 
death of the late princess and 
the accession of the present, 
began to subside, and the ban- 
ished sufferers for the cause of 
truth, were returning to the 
embraces. of their friends, it 
soon appeared that the senti- 
ments of those who were for 
disburdening the services of 
religion from all the impositions 
of Popery, were generally pop- 
ular. In some churches the 
service-book of King Edward 
was restored, and the popular 
preachers addressed the people 
without reserve, before any law 
had been passed to set aside the 
old religion, which had been 
established in the late reign, by 
which all worship and preaching 
by Protestants had been prohib- 
ited. ‘The forwardness of the 
Reformers to improve the liber- 
ty which they now expected to 
enjoy, was not pleasing to the 
government ; and a_ public 
proclamation was issued, by 
which, the most of those exer- 
cises were prohibited, till the 
meeting of Parliament. At the 
first meeting of the Parliament, 
the laws of the late reign for the 
establishment of the Catholicre- 
ligion_ were repealed. ' But the 
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nation soon learned that while 
the government were equally 
ready with the people to take 
the supremacy of the church 
from Rome, the Queen was de- 
termined to hold and exercise it 
herself. 

At an early period of the 
session, the Parliament passed 
an Act of Supremacy, by which 
the supreme power of all mat- 
ters Ecclesiastical and Spiritual 
was vested inthe Crown. By 
this Act, the Queen became the 
supreme head and governor of 
the church, through the realm, 
as Henry VIIf. and Edward 
VI. had been before her. “ By 
this Act,” says Mr. Hume,* 
“the Crown might repress all 
heresies, might establish or re- 
pealall canons, might alter every 
point of discipline, and might 
ordain or abolish any religious 
rite or ceremony.—In order to 
exercise this authority, the 
Queen, by a clause of the Act, 
was empowered to name com- 
missioners, either laymen or 
clergymen, as she should think 
proper ; and on thisclause was 
afterwards founded the court 
of ecclesiastical commission ; 
which assumed large discretion- 
ary, not to say arbitrary powers, 
totally incompatible with any 
exact boundaries in the consti- 
tution. Their proceedings in- 
deed, were only consistent with 
absolute monarchy ; but were 
entirely suitable to the genius 
of the Act on which they were 
established ; dn Act that at once 
gave the Crown alone all the 
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* I choose to refer tothe author- 
ity of Mr. Hume, when it can be 
done with convenience, in consider- 
ation of his‘high standing as an his- 
terian, and as it is.well known that 
he had no partiality for the Puritans. 
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power which had formerly been 
claimed*by the Popes.” By a 
clause of this Act, all persons 
in any public employment, civil 
or ecclesiastical, were required 
to take an oath in recognition of 
the Queen’s supremacy as set 
forth inthe statute. By virtue 
of the power thus conferred, the 
Queen named her comissioners 
for the cognizance of all eccle- 
siastical causes, which consti- 
tuted the court of High-Com- 
mission, from which proceeded 
the greater partof the sufferings 
of the Puritans in this and the 
two succeeding reigns. 
Another important Act was 
passed by the first Parliament 
under Queen Elizabeth, com- 
monly called the Act of Uni- 
formity. The object of this act 
was to establish an uniformity 
in religion, in doctrine and cere- 
monies through the realm. By 
this statute, the Liturgy of King 
Edward, with a few alterations, 
was re-established, and all the 
respective rites, ceremonies, ho- 
lidays, forms, and habits of the 
church were appointed, and 
thus established by law. In the 
second year of the reign of King 
Edward, 1543, a Book of com- 
mon prayer and modes of wor- 
ship for the church was compo- 
sed and established by authority. 
This was allowed, at the time, to 
be imperfect. In the last year 
of his reign, this Liturgy was 
revised, and considerably altered 
and improved, with an expecta- 
tion of further improvements, 
according to the progress of pub- 
lic sentiment in the light of the 
Reformation. In the preface 
of one of the service books, it 
was observed, “that they had 
gone as far as they could in re- 
| forming the church, considering 
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the times they lived in, and 
hoped they that came after 
would, as they might, do more.” 
“ King Edward in his Diary la- 
ments, that he could not restore 
the primitive discipline accord- 
ing to his heart’s desire.”* It 
appears, on good evidence, that 
the English Reformers of King 
Edward’s time, with the great 
Cranmer at their head, were not 
fully satisfied with the Liturgy, 
and the lengths of Reformation, 
generally, to which they advan- 
ced ; expecting to make still 
greaterimprovements. By the 
untimely death of that hopeful 
prince, Divine Providence cut 
off all their prospects. The 
primitive church used no Litur- 
gies, nor is there any account of 
their introduction till late in the 
fourth century. Ner was there 
then, or ever after, any general 
uniformity of the Liturgies in 
use. It seems many of the 
English Reformers contempla- 
ted the establishment of their 
church agreeably to the prac- 
tices and sentiments of primi- 
tive times. According to which, 
they supposed there were but 
two orders of the Clergy, that 
forms of prayer, though not es- 
sentially wrong, were unneces- 
sary, that there should be no 
prescribed modes of divine ser- 
vice, or appointed habits for 
public ministrations. 

In the revisal of the Liturgy, 
there were some alterations in 
the last Liturgy of king Ed- 
ward, in favor of the one estab- 
lished in the second year of his 
reign. Some few things which 
were offensive to fafists were 
expunged, but no alterations in 
favor of those who wished for 
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* Neal’s History of the Puritans. 
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further improvements could be 
obtained. The doctrines of 
faith, now reduced from forty- 
two Articles to thirty nine, 
about which there appears to 
have been no difference of sen- 
timent,» remained unaltered. 
“ And thus the book was pre- 
sented to the two houses and 
passed into a law, being hardly 
equal to that which was set out 
by King Edward, and confirm- 
ed by Parliament in the fifth 
year of his rcign. For where- 
as in that Liturgy all the gar- 
ments were laid aside except 
the surplice, the Queen now re- 
turned to King Edward’s book, 
wherein caps and other gar- 
ments were ordered to be used.””* 
In reference to the Actof Uni- 
formity, Mr. Hume observes, 
“ The protestants ventured on 
the last and most important 
step, and brought into parlia- 
ment a bill for abolishing the 
mass and re-establishing the Lit- 
urgy of King Edward. Penal- 
ties were enacted, as well 
against those who departed 
from this mode of worship, as 
against those who ubsented 
themselves from the church 
and the sacraments.”¢ A few 
remarks of another writer, of 
great authority, may be here in- 
troduced. “% When it was 
proposed, under the reign of 
Edward VI. to give a fixed and 
stable form to the doctrine and 
discipline of the church, Gene- 
va was acknowledged as a sister- 
church 5 and the theological 
system there established by 
Calvin, was adopted, and ren- 
dered the public rule of faith in 
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* Neal. 
{ History of England, Elizabeth, 
Chap. I. 





England. This, however, was 
done without any change of the 
form of episcopal government, 
which had already taken place, 
and was entirely different from 
that of Geneva; nor was this 
step attended with any alteration 
of several religious rites and 
ceremonies, which were looked 
upon as superstitious by the 
greatest part of the Reform- 
ed.”* The act of Uniformity, 
rigorously enforced, was the fa- 
tal Rock on which the English 
church foundered, and was the 
cause of the lasting dissention 
between Conformits and Non- 
conformits., 

There were two principal 
causes which, finally, produced 
the separation of the Puritans 
from the established church. 
One was, the Queen being te- 
nacious of the supremacy, was 
also peculiarly fond of the 
pomp and splendor of the Po- 
pish service. The ceremonies 
of the Romish worship, their 
decorations, their vestments, 
“ glaring in gems and gay in 
woven gold,” were not less 
grateful to her feelings, than ma- 
ny of the civil and religious 
sentiments of the Cathoiics, 
were congenial to her own. 
Thus, nothwithstanding the 
whole body of the papists were 
her determined enemies during 
the whole of her reign, she 
even treated them with uncom- 
mon lenity, and inclined to les- 
sen rather than widen the 
breach between the English and 
the Catholic churches. The 
Puritans viewed the Romish 
church as Antichrist, and felt 
themselves called in the provi- 
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dence of God, to come out of 
her, entirely, and to de not jar- 
takers of her sins. The 
Queen’s commissioners ventur- 
ed to assert, that the church of 
Rome was a ¢rue church— 
This was a point, which the 
English bishops thought it abso- 
lutely necessary to maintain.— 
But the Puritans entertained ve- 
ry different notions of this mat- 
ter ; they considered the Romish 
hierarchy as a system of polit- 
ical and spiritual tyranny, that 
had justly forfeited the title and 
privileges of a true church ; they 
looked upon its pontiff as ni- 
cirist, and its discipline as vain, 
superstitious, idolatrous, and dia- 
metrically opposite to the in- 
junctions of the gospel.”*— 
The other cause of the separa- 
tion was, the enforcing by the 
arm of authority such things, 
consisting principally in modes 
and forms, as were confessed 
by one party to be unessential, 
and by the other believed to be, 
at least in their effects, unscrip- 
tural and wrong. 

The first Primate of England, 
appointed by Queen Elizabeth, 
was Archbishop Parker. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury was 
always atthe head of the court 
of High-Commission. Arch- 
bishop Parker was a man of 
violent principles, a zealous ad- 
vocate of prerogative, and a 
great stickler for uniformity. 
Naturally averse to the senti- 
ments and manners of the Puri- 
tans, he was a proper instrument 
for the execution of the laws 
and the royal mandates that 
were made againstthem. The 
difference of sentiments, alrea- 
dy noticed between the Queen 
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* Mosheim’s Exclesiastical His- 
tory, Cent. xvi. chap. Il. 
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and the Puritans, must necessa- 
rily produce a degree of disaf- 
fection towards them, in the 
mind of their sovercign.—Un- 
der these circumstances, it is 
easy to perceive that the court 
of High-Commission, under 
the presidency of Archbishop 
Parker would be sufficiently 
ready to execute the laws 
against Non-conformists, and 
would experience no want of 
countenance from the Crown. 
It was soon found that many of 
the stricter characters in the 
church, who now began to be 
denominated Puritans, neglec- 
ted acompliance with the act of 
Uniformity, in several particu- 
lars. Several were summoned 
before the High-Commission, 
and there questioned, reproved, 
threatened, and commanded to 
comply with the ceremonies 
appointed by law. The Puri- 
tans uniformly pleaded a con- 
scientious refusal, they declared 
their sincerest belief that a 
compliance would be a violation 
of their duty to God, and begged 
to be left unmolested, while 
they did not disturb the public 
peace. Theecclesiastical court 
would make no concession, nor 
give any allowance to Non-con- 
formists. Accordingly a large 
number of ministers, many of 
whom were among the most 
learned, pious, and popular 
preachers in the nation, weve 
suspended from their ministe- 
rial functions, and subjected to 
such penalties as the court 
thought fit to impose. Infor- 
mers were incouraged to 
make presentments, and very 
few that were presented escaped 
punishment. The severities of 
the High-Commission, abetted 
by the Crown, constantly increa- 
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sed. And though there was 
avery great want of preachers, 
in most parts of the country, 
and many of those who were ad- 
mitted to orders were in all re- 
spects unqualified for the sacred 
office, many pious and labori- 
ous ministers were suspended 
and deprived, every year, for 
not conforming to the prescri- 
bed ceremonies. Many were 
subjected to fines and costs, 
which reduced them to poverty. 
Many were separated from their 
families and endured long con- 
finements in the common pris- 
ons. Many others were com- 
pelled to fly to Scotland and to 
foreign countries, where thev 
might enjoy the privilege of 
preaching the gospel of Christ, 
and by that means, obtain their 
bread. Many of the deprived 
ministers, being excluded from 
the churches, preached in their 
own houses, or in any con- 
venient place that .might be 
found, where they might assem- 
ble unmolested, with those who 
hungered for tne bread of life. 
The venerable Coverdale, one of 
the worthiest divines in the na- 
tion, who with the celebrated 
martyr, John Rogers, and Wil- 
liam Tyndal, made the first 
translation of the whole bible in- 
to English, had been indulged a 
place in asmall parish in Lon- 
don, though he did not use the 
habits which were prescribed for 
ministers. Being removed from 
this place for non-conformity, 
the people “ were obliged to 
send to his house on Saturdays, 
to know where they might hear 
him the next day. The gov- 
ernment took umbrage at this, 
insomuch that the good old man 
was obliged to tell his friends, 
that he durst not inform them 
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any more of his preaching for 
fear of offending his superiors.””* 
A little after this, at the age of 
eighty-one, he was removed 
from his afflictions, and rested 
with the people of God. John 
Fox, the well known historian of 
the English martyrdoms, as he 
scrupled to comply with the 
clericat habits, could obtain no 
preferment in the church, tho’, 
on account of his eminent ser- 
vices, no divine in England was 
in higher esteem, but was obli- 
ged to subsist ona small living at 
Sarum ; and even this, he held 
not without considerable molest- 
ation.—That he might make 
thorough work with the non- 
conforming clergy, Archbishop 
Parker called in all licences 
within his Archiepiscopal dis- 
trict, and directed all preachers 
to take out new licences, which, 
of course, were given to none 
who neglected to comply with 
the prescribed ceremonies. 
While the crown and the pre- 
lates, united their efforts in pres- 
sing conformity, it is doubtful 
whether their measures had the 
concurrence of the majority of 
the nation. No prince in Eng- 
land was ever more popular, 
and, probably, no one ever had 
greater influence than Queen 
Elizabeth. Her religicus senti- 
ments were well known, her 
power was almost unlimited, of 
course, very little opposition to 
these measures was to be ex- 
pected from parliament. Inthe 
second year of her reign, the 
subject of religion was debated 
by the national convocation of 
the clergy. In the doctrines 
contained in the thirty-nine Ar- 
ticles, there was a general 
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agreement. When the rites 
and ceremonies of the church 
came under consideration, there 
were various motions for alter- 
ations. Atlength several prop- 
ositions were introduced in con- 
vocation, for alterations in the 
ceremonies of the church, 
which embraced the principal 
subjects of difference between 
the Prelates andthe Puritans. 
After long debate, on taking the 
voices, it was found that fifty- 
eight were in favor of the prop- 
ositions, and fifty-nine were 
against them. So nearly were 
the parties balanced, notwith- 
standing the well known senti- 
ments of the crown. From the 
great aversion to Popery, which 
had been imbibed by the people, 
on account of tlie cruelties of 
the Jate reign, popular senti- 
ment seems to have been much 
against the controverted cere- 
monies, as they were generally, 
the relics of the Romish estab- 
lishment.— With the two Uni- 
versities, the court of High- 
Commission met with no smalf 
difficulty in enforcing conformi- 
ty. The University of Cam- 
bridge was a constant sanctuary 
of the Puritans, and produced 
many preachers of great emi- 
nence, who were the steady op- 
posers of all prelatical usurpa- 
tions. Inthe University of Ox- 
ford, there were also many per- 
sons of distinction who favored 
the sentiments of the Puritans. 
It was not without much labor 
and difficulty, that the Univer- 
sities were reduced to tolerable 
conformity.—Nor was the Pu- 
ritan cause destitute of power- 
ful interests at court. Several 
of the first characters in the ad- 
ministration favored those senti- 
dut all this weight of 
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influence could never move the 
inflexible purpose of the Queen. 
« There was another set of opin- 
ions adopted by these innova- 
tors, which rendered them in a 
peculiar manner the object of 
Elizabeth’s aversion. The prin- 
ciples of civil liberty, which, 
during some reigns, had been 
little avowed in the nation, and 
which were totally incompati- 
ble with the present exorbitant 
prerogative, had been strongly 
adopted by this new sect.” 
Scarcely any sovereign before 
Elizabeth, and none after her, 
catried higher, both in specula- 
tion and practice, the authority 
of the crown ; and the puritans 
(so these sectarians were called 
on account of their pretending 
to a superior purity of worship 
and discipline.) could not re- 
commend themselves worse to 
her favor, than by inculcating 
the doctrine of resisting and re- 
straining princes. From all 
these motives, the Queen neg- 
lected no opportunity of depres- 
sing those zealous innovators ; 
and while they were secretly 
countenanced by some of her 
most favored ministers, Cecil, 
Leicester, Knolles, Bedford, 
Walsingham, she never was to 
the end of her life, reconciled 
to their principles and practi- 
ces.”* Vhe Queen had the 
support of all the zealous advo- 
cates of prerogative, of those 
who secretly favored the catho- 
lic interest, of such as would 
render religion a creature of 
the state, and of those who pre- 
ferred the devices of human in- 
vention to the purity of the gos- 
pel. In the execution of her 
purposes, the most of the pre- 
-_— 
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lates afforded their cordial co- 
operation. Attired in the gra. 
dy decorations of Rome, the 
church appeared more pleasing 
to the Queen, than when array. 
ed in the simplicity that is in 
Christ. It is the opinion of 
most historians that had it net 
been for the persevering re- 
monstrances of her secretary 
Cecil, she would have enjoined 
celibacy on her clergy. The 
sufferings of the deprived cler- 
gy, in their families, never ex- 
cited her compassion, or pro- 
duced any concessions in their 
favor. 

Aftet long exertions under 
the most painful discourage. 
ments, after enduring accumu- 
lated suflerings, finding every 
effort which had been made 
wholly abortive, seeing no pros- 
pect of a reformation of the 
church in conformity to their 
wishes, a number of the Puri- 
tans, in the year 1566, after 
solemn consultation and prayer, 
looking to heaven for divine 
guidance, resolved “ to break 


(Off from the public churches, and 


to assemble, as they had ofifiortu- 
nity, tn firtvate houses or else 
where, to worshifi God in a man- 
ner that might not offend against 
the light of their consciences,” — 
To this Mr. Neal adds, * Had 
the use of habits anda few cere- 
monies been left discretionary, 
both ministers and people had 
been easy ; but zt was the com- 
felling these things by law, (as 
they told the Archbishop,) ¢hat 
made them sefiarate.” 

We will now mention the 
particular grounds of this sep- 
aration. The Puritans general- 
ly disliked the Hierarchy of the 
English Church. They be- 
lieved the scriptural mode of 
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church government was Presby- 
terian. As they disliked Epis- 
copal government, still less did 
they approve of the numerous 
offices and the various degrees 
of dignity which existed in the 
established church. They com- 
plained of the power of spirit- 
ual courts, of the want of prop- 
er discipline in the church, and 
of the numerous festivals which 
were enjoined. They did not 
approve a confinement to forms 
of prayer, and several things in 
the services of the Liturgy, es- 
pecially in the burial and mar- 
riage services, they maintained 
to be particularly exceptionable. 
Had they been indulged with 
some discretionary Jiberty, it is 
probable that, for these things, 
they would not have separated 
from the church. The rites and 
ceremonies, which under exist- 
ing circumstences, the Puritans 
supposed to be wrong, which 
were acknowledged by the im- 
posers to be indifferent, being 
enforced under the pains and 
penalties of law, constituted the 
breaking point. The principal 
of these were, 1. The sign of 
the cross in baptism. 2. The 
use of godfathers and godmoth- 
ers, to the exclusion of parents, 
in the dedication of children. 
5. The confirmation of children. 
4. Kneeling, at the sacrament 
of the Lord’s supper. 5. Bow- 
ing at the name of Jesus.— 
6. The ring in marriage.— 
7. Wearing the surplice and 
other appointed vestments in 
public ministrations. The Pu- 
ritans contended that the most 
of these rites were the appenda- 
ges of Popery, and as such had 
been used for the purposes of 
superstition and idolatry. That 
their use was countenancing 
Vor. IV. NO. 11. 
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those corruptions, and therefore 
criminal. They referred to the 
case of the Brazen Serpent 
which was set up by Moses. 
Being abused to idolatrous pur- 
poses in the times of Hezekiah, 
that good king caused it to be 
destroyed. All these institu- 
tions of the church, the Puri- 
tans contended, were unauthori- 
zed by Scripture, that some of 
them were clearly inconsistent 
with the divine word, and a man- 
ifest violation of the ordinances 
of God. Their adversaries 
maintained that these ordinances 
were merely not unscriptural, 
that the church, by the national 
sovereign as head of the church, 
had a right to ordain such in- 
stitutions, and, being thus ap- 
pointed, it was the solemn duty 
of all to render obedience. 

It does not appear that, at this 
time, the true principles of re- 
ligious liberty were understood 
by either party. Both parties 
maintained that the national 
church had a right to ordain ar- 
ticles of faith, and appoint the 
general modes of ecclesiastical 
discipline and divine worship. 
The Puritans contended that 
this power belonged to ecclesi- 
astical Conventions and Synods; 
their opponents maintained that 
the right was vested in the civil 
government. The Puritans 
held that in things indifferent, 
liberty of conscience should be 
allowed. The others believed 
that these things ought to 
be regulated by public appoint- 
ment. Both parties would have 
the aid of the civil power to en- 
force their ecclesiastical regu- 
lations. 

Archbishop Parker died in 
the year 1575. He was suc- 
ceeded in the see of Canterbury 
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by Archbishop Grindal. Un- 
like his predecessor, he was a 
man of moderate temper, of a 
charitable disposition, and by 
many supposed to be, secretly, 
a favorer of the Puritans.— 
During his primacy, the laws 
against non-conformity wese 
executed with much less rigour 
than in the preceding years. 
On account of this lenity he in- 
curred the displeasure of the 
Queen, and was, for some time, 
sequestered from his episcopate, 
till he made his submission. 
Sull, the Puritans, in a greater 
or less degree, were constantly 
oppressed. 

Dr. Grindal died in 1583, and 
was succeeded by Archbishop 
Whitgilt, a man of very differ- 
ent character. His temper, 
naturally severe, inclined to ar- 
bitrary principles, had been 
highly excited against the Pu- 
ritans, by a long controversy 
which had been carried on in 
writing between him and Mr. 
Cartwright, the great champion 
of the Puritans, in which Dr. 
Whitgift had no advantage of 
his antagonist, in learning or 
argument. He was now pyre- 
pared to use other means to 
produce conformity. In his 
elevated station he could so far 
forget the dictates of ingenu- 
ousness, as to persecute Mr. 
Cartwright, so that he was obli- 
ged to fly beyond sea for safety. 

It was soon perceived that 
in the hands of Archbishop 
Whitgift the whole rigour of 
the laws would be executed 
against the non-conformists.— 
At his request, the High-Com- 
mission court was newly organ- 
ized by the Queen, with more 
extensive and more arbitrary 
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possessed. Of this court, at 
this time, Mr. Hume observes, 
“ The jurisdiction of the court 
extended over the whole king- 
dom, and over all orders of men; 
and every circumstance of its 
authority, and all its methods 
of proceeding, were contrary to 
the clearest principles of natural 
equity. They were directed to 
make enquiry, not only by the 
legal means of juries and wit- 
nesses, but by all other means 
and ways which they could de- 
vise. And the punishments 
which they might inflict, were 
according to their wisdom, con- 
science and discretion. Ina 
word, this court was a real in- 
guisition ; attended with all the 
iniquitics as well as cruelties, 
inseparable from that tribunal.” 
While Archbishop Whitgift 
presided in this court, it seldom 
neglected to exercise its powers. 
In his first visitation of his 
archiepiscopal district, the arch- 
bishop caused two hundred and 
thirty-three ministers to be sus- 
pended from their ministerial 
functions, for not subscribing 
certain articles of conformity 
which he prescribed. The non- 
conforming clergy were sum- 
moned before the High-Com- 
mission, in great numbers, and 
were suspended, deprived, fined, 
and imprisoned. A great num- 
ber of churches were shut up, 
thousands were hungering for 
gospelinstruction; according to 
astatement made in Parliament, 
there were not more than 3000 
licensed preachers to supply 
9000 parishes. The numerous 
supensions of the clergy, with the 
severe sufferings of many most 
worthy men, some of whom died 
in prison, and others under the 
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together with the high-handed 
proceedings of the ecclesiastical 
courts, produced loud complaints 
in the nation, which at length 
reached the ears of Parliament 
and the Queen’s Council. Sev- 
eral members of the administra- 
tion endeavored to soften the 
Archbishop in favor of some of 
the deprived ministers. But, 
confident of the secret appro- 
bation of the Queen, he was in- 
flexible. Various and repeated 
attempts were made in Parlia- 
ment, to make some further 
progress in the reformation of 
religion, to modify the laws in 
favor of conscientious non- 
conformists, to reduce the pow- 
ers of the court of High-Com- 
mission, or at least to make 
some provision for the supply 
of the destitute people with a 
preached gospel. Several bills 
for these purposes were intro- 
duced in the Commons, en- 
forced by the most moving pe- 
litions, and some of them pas- 
sed that house. The Queen 
firmly resisted all these at- 
tempts. She informed the Com- 
mons that the management of 
the interests of religion belong- 
ed to herself, that upon this 
subject her mind was fixed, that 
she would suffer no innovations, 
that in these transactions the 
Commons _ had transgressed 
their proper bounds, that they 
deserved a severe reprimand, 
and she ordered the Speaker to 
suffer no more bills of that na- 
ture to be read before the house. 
Some of the members for their 
bold speeches on these bills, 
were committed to the Tower. 
Petitions of various kinds, sup- 
ported by the best authority, 
were presented to Parliament, 
to the Queen’s Council, to the 
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Archbishop, but they were of 
no avail, The press was res- 
trained, no books were allowed 
to be published, under severe 
penalties, without a license from 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
or the Bishop of London. 

The Puritans held meetings 
for preaching and the adminis- 
tration of the sacraments, and 
religious worship, in private 
places, wherever they could 
avoid public notice. Some of 
these meetings were called 
Propthesyings, much like our 
conferences. Archbishop Grin- 
dal incurred the displeasure of 
his Mistress for not putting a 
stop to these prophesyings.-— 
Under Archbishop Whitgift, 
they were all suppressed, 
wherever they could be found. 

In tue early part of this reign, 
the observation of the Sabbath 
was greatly neglected. About 
the year 1585, the parliament 
passed a bill for the better and 
more reverent observation of the 
Sabbath. This was rejected by 
the Queen. [But “ the religious 
observation of the sabbath grew 
into esteem with all sober per- 
sons, and aftera few years be- 
came the distinguishing mark of 
afiuritan.”* ‘Towards the close 
of Elizabeth’s reign, the doc- 
trine of the morality of the 
sabbath was publicly maintained. 
“ All the furitans fell in with 
this doctrine, and distinguished 
themselves by spending that 
part of sacred time in public, 
family, and private acts of de- 
votion. But the governing 
clergy exclaimed against it, as 
a restraint of Christian liberty ; 
as putting an unequal lustre on 
the Sunday, and tending to 
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eclipse the authority the of 
church in appointing other fes- 
tivals.”* During the reign of 
Popery, the sabbath had been 
reduced to a level with their 
superstitious festivals. 

At the time of the first sepa- 
ration of the Puritans from the 
established church, there ap- 
pears to have been no difference 
of sentiment on the subject of 
doctrines. In the latter part 
of the reign of Elizabeth, the 
doctrines of Arminius were 
broached and began to prevail. 
Some of the episcopal divines 
embraced those sentiments and 
would insinuate that they were 
consistent with their Articles of 
faith. Says Mr. Neal, * All 
the Puritans to a man maintain- 
ed the articles of the church to 
be Calvinistical, and inconsistent 
with any other interpretation, 
and so did far the greatest num- 
ber of the conforming clergy ; 
but as the new explications of 
Arminius grew into repute, 
the Calvinists were reckoned 
old-fashioned divines, and at 
length branded with the charac- 
ter of DOCTRNAL PURITANS. 

The measures of severity 
with which they were oppres- 
sed, do not appear to have di- 
minished the number of the Pu- 
ritans. Though they constant- 
ly endured various kinds of 
suffering, they were steadfast in 
the maintenance of truth, com- 
mitting their cause to God. 
They established some ecclesi- 
astical regulations among them- 
selves, as far as their depressed 
state would permit, principally 
on the model Of the church of 
Geneva, which had been the 
model of the church of Scot- 
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land.—-The suspensions and de. 
privations of this long reign are 
said to have amounted to sever. 
al thousands. Of the ministers 
who were thus deprived of their 
public office, some fled into oth- 
er countries, some be took them. 


selves to other emp!oyments, 
many of them copusucd to 
preach the gospel whenever 


they could have opportunity, 
and to testify against the rors 
and corruptions of the ‘imes. 
The greater part of them were 
reduced to poverty, aud wnder- 
ed about, destitute, affitcted, tor- 
mented. O. 
[ Zo be continued. | 


Parents and their Children meet- 
ing at the Day of Judgment.— 
The substance of a SERMON, 
delivered in Granville, ( Mass.) 
Lord’s-day, May 20, 1810, at 
the funeral of Nancr Trvxer, 
who died in the triumphs of 
Christian hope, May 18, aged 
13 years.....By Timotuy M. 
Coorey, Pastor of a Church in 
Granville, ( Mass.) 


2 SAMUEL XII. 23. 


But now he is dead, wherefore 
should I fast ? can I bring him 
back again? I shall go to him, 
but he will not return to me. 


FFLICTIONS, sorrow and 

death, are the common lot of 
all the human family. David, the 
man after God’s own heart, was 
raised from a shepherd’s tent to the 
throne of Isracl, but even in this 
elevated condition, the arrows of the 
Almighty reached him. His palace 
afforded no security from death.— 
The youngest in his family, an in- 
fant scarcely a span long, was smit- 
ten with disease, and lingering for a 
while gave up the ghost. 
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Now the childis dead, wherefore 
should I fast ? can J bring him back 
again ? Weare to pray and fast for 
our Children, while they live, but 
when dead, they are no longer the 
ee of prayer. 

shall go to him to the state of 
the dead. J shall go to him in hea- 
ven. J shall go to him to the judg- 
ment-seat, where we shall be judg- 
ed, according to the deeds done in 
the body. e words may imply 
either of these three things, and I 
shall embrace the last sense, and 
attempt to improve this funeral oc- 
casion, by illustrating this impres- 
sive truth, That parents will meet 
their children at the day of judg- 
ment. 


J. In what manner? And 


II. For what purposes will pa- 
rents and their children meet at the 
day of judgment? 


I. The meeting of parents with 
their children will be exceedingly 
different from their interviews here 
on earth. 

Here they meet to make provi- 
sion for the wants of the body ; but 
no such wants attend them there. 
Mouldering bodies will be raised to 
immortal life, ina new condition. 
No hunger, nor thirst will then dis- 
tress them ; no food nor raiment 
will be requisite, to nourish or to 
cover them. “In the resurrection 
“ they are as the angels of God in 
* heaven.” 

Parents now meet their children 
in a preparatory state, but then in 
an unchanging state. They are 
now on probation, the proper sub- 
jects of instruction, counsel and pray- 
er. Pious parents collect their off- 
spring around them, to teach them 

e truths and duties of Christianity, 
and impress them with a sense of 
the worth of their souls. These 
means they use, because their hearts 
are susceptible of change—a change 
from supreme hatred to supreme 
love to God-—a change which will 
fit them for the society and joys of 
heaven. But they will meet at the 
future tribunal, in a state unchang- 
ing and unchangeable. There wi 
be noconversions then ; no place for 
repentance, though it be sought for 
carefully and withtears. ‘ Hethat 
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“jis unjust let him be unjust still, 
‘* and he that is holy let him be holy 
* still.” 

Parents and their children meet 
in this world to worship an unseen 
God, but they will then meet in the 
full presence of the visible Deity. — 
“Noone hath seen God at any time, 
“ nor can see him and live.” But 
at the judgment of the great day, 
they will not only see God and each 
other, but they will see Him with a 
full view of his great and terrible 
Majesty. ‘* Behold he cometh with 
“clouds and every eye shall see 
“him.” 

When families shall be reassem- 
bled at the tribunal of heaven, no 
one will be slumbering or sleeping- 
In their religious interviews here on 
earth, luke-warmness and indiffer- 
ence are often apparent. What dis- 
couraging inattention is manifest a- 
mong children, under the pathetic 
expostulations of parental faithful- 
ness! When parents instruct, how 
slow are they to learn the myste- 
ries of godliness! When they ad- 
vise, how inattentive to their coun- 
sel! When they persuade, how un- 
willing to yield to motives drawn 
from the realities of the world to 
come ! And when they warn them, 
how fearless of danger! Even pa- 
rents as well as children, are liable 
to rest contented with the forms of 
godliness, while strangers to its pow- 
er. Jn those seasons which are ex- 
ternally devoted to prayer and 
praise, the fire often goes out on 
the domestic altar. But there will 
be no inattention, when parents and 
their children shall meet before God 
hereafter. Saints and sinners will 
be all attention to the amazing ob- 
jects which will then pass in review 
before them. 


Il. For what purposes will pa- 
rents meet their children at the day 
of judgment ? 


Every family has distinct and mu-. 
tual concerns in this probationary 
state, which immediately relate to 
the business of the judgment day — 
They will then meet, to render an 
account of all their deeds towards 
each other. Much of our conduct 
is confined within our domestic walls, 
Here we begin tolive; here we spend 
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at a great proportion of life ; here we 
f ! a fa oe find most of the du- 
ig. ties we owe to God, and to our fel- 

a low creatures. Here parents are 
either faithful or unfaithful in the 
immense charge of religious educa- 
tion; here children are either sub- 
missive, obedient and pious, or dis- 
obedient, stubborn and proiane ; 
here brothers and sisters either pro- 
mote or discourage in each other, 
the great work of salvation. All 
these things will be brought into 
judgment. 

Parents and children wiil meet at 
the last decisive day, to hear their 
final sentence. When their doom is 
pronounced and sentence executed, 
how will earthly connections be 
sundered ! How will those who have 
been united by the bonds of nature 
and affection, be removed to a re- 
turnless distance from each cther ! 
How rending is the thought, but 
Mhow will the reality wring the hv- 
man soul with anguish, when pa- 
rent and child, husband and wife, 
brother and brother shall separate 
to meet no more for ever! Or is 
there no separation likely to take 
) place ? Shall we all in a body be ac- 
quitted in that day? Are all the 
members of our respective families 
prepared for such a glorious sen- 
5 tabi tence ? Happy then are we, and for 

by ever happy. But will the most lib- 
cral charity allow us to indulge a 
{ hope so pleasing? Oh, no. We 
| are not all good. Many children, 
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r many parents, and perhaps whole 
families, have all their work of re- 

ntance yet to do. And may the 

oly Spirit work effectually on ev- 
ery heart. May the Lord “ turn 
the hearts of parents to children, 
and the disobedient to the wisdom 


ee 


}. is of the just, and make ready a peo- 
| ple prepared for himself.” 
ri} IMPROVEMENT. 


The conduct of parents and chil- 
dren towards each other will be at- 
tended with eternal consequences. 
Their interviews though short are 
lasting in effect. They do much, 
very much towards formiug the 
character of the rising generation. 
- They have a tendency either to re- 

form and sanctify our children, and 
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fit them to become seraphs in heav- 
en, or to harden and blind their 
hearts and prepare them for an 
eternity of sorrow. 

‘Ls God will bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing 
whether it be good or whether it be 
evil.” Jt will then be known who 
among us have been faithful, and 
who have been negligent in the sa- 
cred duties we owe to God and 
one another. Relatives will then 
reproach and accuse each other for 
being accessary to their eternal 
ruin. Childrea, whose everlasting 
interests have been neglected, and 
who find themselves undone, will 
then fly to parents, not with looks 
of joy and gratitude, but with an- 
guish and despair, and reproach 
them with their cruelty and neglect. 
Then will they be heard tosay, “O 
my parents, how could you adorn 
my body, while my immortal soul 
was miserabie, blind and naked? 
How could you behold my levity, 
my undoing sins, my neglect of re- 
pentance and prayer, without coun- 
sel or reproof? Now I am lost; 
lost without hope ; lest by your neg- 
lect.” KReproaches of this kind will 
be heard at the day of judgment, 
And what confusion will cover the 
faces of those who have brought 
forward a lovely family to inherit 
an eterial curse? Elow can they 
then behoid their offspring whom 
they have destroyed “by neglect, or 
corrupted by an evil example! 
How many thousand stings will then 
pierce the souls of unfaithful pa- 
rents, and their ruined children ! 


“In gloomy orbs, their trembling 
eyes will roll, 

“ And tell all worlds the anguish 
of their soul.” 


But let us bring to view a differ- 
ent scene. Contemplate the happy 
meeting of pious families at the day 
of judgment. Hear children ac- 
knowledging the care and fidelity of 

arents in their religious education. 

ear them declaring with what ten- 
derness they prayed for them, and 
wept over them. Hear them re- 
count those interesting seasons, when 
a pious mother led them to her 
closet, and with eyes full of affection, 
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pressed them to love and fear God, 
and with a heart ready to break, 
and a voice sweeter than 


“ Ten thousand harfis that tun’d 
“ Angelic harmony” 

called down upon them blessings 
from on high. Hear them pour out 
their gratitude and praise to the 
Judge ‘of all for these blessed means 
of their salvation. Cases of this 
kind without number, will be disclo- 
sed, when parents and their children 
shall meet at the day of judgment. 
And could we all meet our children 
in this happy condition, with what 
composure could we beheld their 
dying agonies, and resign them to 
the grave ! 

We will turn our theughts to the 
child, whom we have just now com- 
mitted to the ground. In speaking 
of the dead our words should be few, 
and thev should be the words of 
truth. If we are not much deceived, 
there were many things in this de- 
parted youth, which denand the at- 
tention of the living. From a child 
thirteen years old, there is generally 
little expected, and little realized ; 
but here we find an exception. Here 
we meet with an instance of one, 
who had but just left behind her the 
years of infancy, speaking and ac- 
ting like a Christian of mature age. 
Christians have gone from the bed- 
side of this languishing youth, re- 
freshed with her humble and spirit- 
ual conversation, and ashamed of 
themselves in the lustre of this babe 
in Christ. 

She possessed, by nature, a se- 
date, humane and affectionate dis- 
position, and wore a constant smile, 
which scarcely disappeared, after 
her countenance was covered with 
the shades of death. She was nev- 
er known to speak a falsehood, and 
she felt it a severe correction, and 
would sometimes burst into tears, 
to be told she had done a wicked 
deed. 

In the fifth year of her age, she 
was offered up to God, in the sac- 
rament of Christian baptism. Of 
how much importance this dedica- 
tion might have been to her pre- 
cious soul, is not for mortals to de- 
termine. It was a subject on which 
her own mind had been considera- 
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bly exercised, even at this early pe- 
ricdofher tife. One Lord’s-day re- 
turning from the house of God, 
where she had seen this ordinance 
administered, she enguired with 
much engagedness, whether she had 
been baptized? On being told she 
had not, she enquired the reason, 
and dwelt upon the subject witha 
concern, which indicated, at least, 
a reverence for the institutions of 
religion. 

‘*'Train up a child in the way 
“he should go, and when he is old 
“he will not depart from it?’ 
The great worth of an early reli- 
gious education, is evident from 
the concurring testimony of the 
sacred scriptures, and universal ex- 
perience. In this respect the de- 
ceased was richly favoured. She 
was blessed with parents, who 
gave religious instruction to their 
children, and felt in some measure 
the worth of their souls. It was 
her delight to receive instruction, 
and she was a constant attendant, 
on those seasons, when children 
and youth were catechized in pub- 
lic. Many pious hymns and por- 
tions of scripture, were treasured 
up in her memory. Her mind was 
richly furnished with religious 
knowledge. 

Afier ail that could be said con- 
cerning the natural or acquired en- 
dowments of the deceased, if noth- 
ing more could be added, we might, 
with the pious Watts, pour forth a 
“‘ lamentation over an amiable youth 
“falling short of heaven.”* Na- 
ture refined, instructed, and even 
dedicaied by the sacramental seal, 
is but nature still. A sedate mind, 
a pleasant countenance, an amiable 
disposition, a rich store of useful 
knowledge, are not the qualifica- 
tions for admission into the kingdom 
ofglory. ‘* Ye must be born again.” 
The amiable as well as the rough, 
the infant sinner, as well as the vete- 
ran, who has whitened in his guilty 
career, “must be born again.” 
Our hopes that this childis nowa 
pure and happy spirit in heaven, 
will bear an exact proportion to 
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* An allusion to one of Watts” 
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the evidence she exhibited, that she 
was the subject of a change of 
heart. 


In the beginning of the present 
year, (1810) there commenced a 
pleasing and encouraging attention 
to religion in some parts of this 
lace, and the enquiry with a num- 
on has been, what shall we do to 
be saved ? This reformation has ex- 
tended to some of every age, old 
and young and even to children. 
The deceased was not indifferent to 
this blessed work of the Spirit of 
God. She said one night to a pious 
old gentlewoman she used to sleep 
with, “I shall not sleep much to- 
“ night, Iam so distressed for my 
“sins that I cannot sleep.” One 
day when her parents were gone 
to a lecture, she read to a younger 
brother, a passage in one of Russei’s 
sermons, where he describes eter- 
nity. After reading the descrip- 
tion, she descanted upon it, in such 
a moving and impressive manner, 
asis not to be easily described or 
forgotten. Returning from a confer- 
ence, she made the following seri- 
ous remarks to one of her com- 
panions. ‘ We must all die. We 
“don’t know who will die first. 
“Perhaps it will be myself. We 
“don’t intend to go to hell, but we 
“must if we don’t repent and re- 
“ form.” 

“Perhaps it will be myself.” 
There was something in this expres- 
sion doubtless beyond the knowl- 


edge of the speaker. This perhaps, | 


this may be has proved a solemn 
reality. In the month of April she 
was seized with a wasting disease, 
which in six weeks and four days 
broke down a vigorous Constitution, 
and brought her tothe end of life. 
He who has all hearts in his hands, 
was pleased, in the early part of 
her sickness, to “‘ light up a ray of 
** hope, serene, mild and cheerful as 
“ the garden of Eden, in her anx- 
*‘ious soul.” When she was first 
told of her danger, her reply was 
**Don’t be concerned for me, I am 
“going to live with Christ which is 
“better than all.” 

As the violence of the disorder 
increased, she gave increasing ev- 
idence that the love of the dear Re- 
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deemer was tle ruling passion of 
her soul. ‘To her minister who 
visited her, she said that she lov- 
ed. Christ more than father or 
mother or brothers or sisters, 
And being asked a few days before 
her death, whether the excellency 
she saw in Christ would compen- 
sate for her bodily distress, she ex- 
claimed in an imperfect sentence, 
“*Q yes, thousands of thousands of 
“‘ thousands ;” by which it was un- 
derstood that she would represent 
the inexpressibie beauty of Christ. 
Her love to the divine character 
made her, in a measure, lose sight 
of all other objects. 

Prayer washer delight and her 
prayers were pertinent, solemn and 
affectionate.# . 

She had a strong hope of heaven 
and strong desires for the salvation 
of others) Many of her youthful 
visitants, received some _ pious 
words from her lips which were 
* like apples of gold in pictures of 
** silver.” 

Submission to the will of God 
under sufferings, and in the near 


a 


* She made the following prayer 
afew days before her death. “O 
most merciful Father, wilt thou be 
pleased to look down in mercy — 
us this morning. We thank thee 
that our lives are spared to behold 
the light of another day. O Lord, 
be pleased to shower down th 
spirit in a plentiful manner. Wilt 
thou be with this youth on a bed of 
languishing, and if consistent with 
thy will, raise her to health, but 
above all have mercy on her nev- 
er-dying soul. Enable her parents 
to give her up toGod, May she 
live to be an ornament to thy church 
here in this world. O Lord, wilt 
thou have mercy on sinners, open 
their blind eyes that they may see 
the situation they are in.—Wilt 
thou have mercy on the sick and 
distressed, and comfort mourners. 
Wilt thou fit the living for life and 
the dying for death. O Lord, if 
consistent with thy wiil, raise me 
up to health to be « member of thy 
visible church in this place, not my 
will but thine be done.” 
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prospect of eternal scenes, is a very 
consoling part of experimental re- 
ligion. ‘his alone will disarm 
death of his sting. This young 
Christian discovered a sweet and 
submissive temper, through . her 
distressing sickness, and in view 
of the gradual, but certain ap- 
proach of death. When others 
wept for her she pleasantly re- 
proved their tears. oa weeping 
friend she said, “ Don’t pity me.” 
Toa reijative who stood weeping by 
her bed, she said with a smile, 
“Can’t you give me up to God?” 
‘The next day she called her into 
her room, and said, “ How do you 
“* feel now, can’t you give me up to 


“God? He will do us no injustice.” | 


She was naturally timid, and 
much affected with the death ef oth- 
ers, but grace triumphed over her 
natural timidity, and smiles were on 
her pallid checks, while she spoke 
of her own dissolution. Just before 
her death, her father said to her, 
“ Do you think youare dying ?’”— 
‘¢] hope Iam.” At another period, 
when she was thought to be dying, 
and her brothers and sisters were 
called to her bed, addressing each 
of them separately, she said, “1 
*““am going to live with God. You 
** must mind your parents, and seek 
‘an interest in Christ. Iam going 
“to die, and be buried, and you 
** must go to my funeral.” ‘To the 
** youngest she said, ‘* Phinehas, you 
“will never remember Nancy.” 
May God remember him. 

About ten days before her death, 
between twelve and one o’clock 
at night, when sleep was upon all 
except this child and her attendant, 
she sung an hymn ; 


“ Jesus my all to heaven is gone, 
“ He whom I fix my hopes ufion,” 
Se. 


She was heard by some of the fami- 
ily in adjoining apartments, and be- 
fore she had concluded this joytul 
solemnity, several of them united 
with her in the alleluias of that 
delightful hymn. O my Saviour ! 
thou wast not displeased, when 
children in the temple cried, saying, 
Hosanna to the son of David. Out 
of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings thou hast perfected praise. 
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Friday morning May 18th, it was 
apparent that she was struck with 
death. Mortification was seen on 
some parts of her body, but a sweet 
smile of peace in her countenance. 
She repeated the following lines, 


“ Then will I tell to sinners round, 

“ What a dear Saviour I have 
“ found ; 

“ Pu point to thy redeeming blood, 


. “* And say, behild the way to God.’> 


Nothing now remained but to dis- 
miss the soul from “its clay ten- 
ement.” Restless, and filled with 
pain, she was silently waiting for 
the angel of death. Being removed 
from one bed to another, one said 
toher, ** You can get a little sleep.” 
“No. I sHALL SLEEP NO MORE 
“vTILt. ] sLEEP IN JESUS.” Soon 
after this, withouta struggle or a 
groan, she * sLEPT”—We believe 
she “SLEPT IN JEsus.”—Scarce- 
ly a tear was shed on the occa- 
sion—For who could weep, to see 
a youthful Christian, ripened by 
the grace of God, fail asleeft in the 
Saviour’s arms ! 

“ Now mounting she soon will 
descry, 

“ The regions of fileasure above ; 

“ Her sfurit triumphing shall fly, 

“And dwell with her Saviour 
above.” 


The PARENTS of the deceased 
have a claim to our sympathy, 
counsel and prayers. For many 
years your family has been merci- 
fully spared, and death has not 
entered vour windows. You have 
met together morning and evening, 
and ail your children have been 
with you. But death has madea 
great change. One is now gone 
and left a biank which can never be 
filled. 

And “ isit well with the child?” 
Has:she done with sin, and pain and 
sorrow; and gone, as she said “to 
live with God?’ How then can 
you wish her back again, or fora 
moment entertain a desire, that 
what God hath done should be re- 
versed ? Though she is lost from your 
family, she is not lost from the 
great a of God. She lives, 
and you will see her in that day 
when parents and their children 

Eee 
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meet, and when pious parents and 

ious Children meet to part no more. 
= have reason to mourn, and 
much reason tobe comforted. ‘The 
amiable and pious Cowper said, 
‘** That those who were prepared to 
die were eminently prepared to 
live”? Such persons are both an 
ornament and a blessing, to cur 
families. If our chikiren become 
pious, we want them with us, and 
yet we can more cheerfully part 
with them. ‘The piety of tiie child 
increases your loss, and immensely 
increases your consolation. We 
sensibly feel that your disappoint- 
ment is great, and your grief ra 
gent. We commend you to the bles- 
sed Jesus, who ** can speak a word 
in season to the weary and the hea- 
vy laden.” He was a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief; and 
why should we wish to go to heaven 
in any Other way thanthat which he 
hath consecrated and endeared by 
his own example ? May you possess 
a liberal portion of Ais spirit, who 
said, * “Vhe cup which my heav- 
euly Father hath given me, shall] 
not drink it?” The grace of God 
can turn this affliction into a bles- 
sing. Be exhorted to humble your- 
selves betoye him, and in due time 
he will lift you up. Make it your 
care to become weil prepared for 
that momentous day when you will 
meet this and your other children, 
at his tribunal. Use every hopesul 
mean to promote the salvation of 
your fanuly, and may a blessing 
attend vour endeavours. 

The Curttpren who have now 
witnessed the death and burial of a 
sister, must net be forgotten on this 
occasion. We mourn with you, 
and we will endeavour to pray for 
you. We advise you to remember 
the dying words, prayers and exam- 
ple of your departed friend. She 
will speak to you no more, and 
what more could she say, if per- 
mitted to speak ! You hope your 
little sister has gone to be associa- 
ted with the spirits of just men 
made perfect. And does she not 
desire to see you following her to the 
world of glory ? And do you wish, 








when you die, to go and join her so- 
ciety ? Do you desire to die in | 
peace, and enter into peace in! 
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heaven ? You must then forsake aj] 
your sins and repent of them—You 
inust become the trug friends and 
followers of Christ. “ Behold! now 
is the accepted time, behold! now 
is the day of salvation.” 

‘The great God will take notice 
what improvement you make of 
this death. It is the loudest call 
that has ever reached your ears, 
and Oh, that it might reach your 
hearts. The warnings of your dying 
sister must not be forgotten. Be 
advised to read and pray. Love 
God and honor your parents. 
Love one another. ‘Think much cf 
death, and ** put not far away the 
evil day.’ Be wise and you willbe 
happy. Listen to the counsel cf 
Christians, and follow their pious 
example, and you shall be the chii- 
dven cf your Father which is in 
heaven. 

The Crrtpren and Yourn in 
this congregation are taught by this 
death, that they are not too young to 
die, nor too young to make their 
peace with God. Death is dimin- 
ishing your circles, and peopling the 
burying ground from your num- 
bers. Many of your age have gone 
to the world of spirits, and you are 
‘drawing after them.” Do not 
undertake to extinguish serious 
thoughts by rushing into sinful 
amusements. These are costly 
pleasures which are purchased with 
the blood of your souls. 

Christ died for you, and he lives 
again. Heaven is a blessed place, 
and thither he will bring all the 
virtuous. You have just seen ywir 
Nancy buried, and you know how 
cheerfully she died. Has she gone 
to heaven? She beckons you to 
follow her. Dear children, ** pre- 
pare to meet your God.” And when 
the last trumpet shall sound, and 
the dead shali be raised, and pa- 
rents and children shall meet at the 
judgment day, may you ail be ad- 
mitted into that * rest which re- 
maineth for the people of God.” 

AMEN. 
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Religious Intelligence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Meeting of the American Board of 
Commisioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions. 


PursvuANr to the Constitution of 
the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, the 
following members of that Board 
convened in Worcester, Massachu- 
setts, Sep. 18, 1811; viz. 

The Hon. Joun TREADWELL, Esq. 
Rev. SAMUEL SprinoG, D. D. 
Gen. JEpIpIAH HUNTINGTON, 
Rev. Joseps Lyman, D. D. 
Rev. JEp1ip1An Morsg, D.D. 
Rev. SAMUEL WorCESTER, & 
Rev. CALVIN CHAPIN. 


The meeting was opened with 
prayer by the Vice President. 

Certificates of appointment for 
the ensuing year were exhibited. 

Minutes of the last session were 
read. 

The Hon. Joun TrerapweE Lt, 
was elected President of the Board ; 
The Rev. Dr. SpRiNG, Vice Presi- 

dent ; 
WILLIAMBARTLET, 


. Prudential 
Rev. Dr. Sprinc, & Com mit- 
Rev. SAMUEL Wor- \ tee. 


CESTER, 
Rev. CaLvin Cuapin, Recording 
Secretary ; 
Rev. SAMUEL WoRCESTER, Cor- 
responding Secretary. 
JereEMIAH Evarts, Esq. Treas- 
urer, and, 
Mr. JosHua GoopAtE, Auditor. 
The Rev. Dr. Morse, the Rev. 
Dr. Lyman, and Gen. Huntington, 
were appointed a committce to con- 
sider whether any, and, if any, 
what, alterations of the Constitu- 
tion may be expedient. 
The prudential Committee pre- 
sented their report, which is as fol- 
lows : 


The Prudential Committee of this 
Board beg leave to submit the 
Sollowing Report. 

AGREEABLY to the direction of 
the Board, the doings of their mee- 
ting at Farmington, together with 
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their address to the public and the 
form of subscription for promoting the 
object of their institution, were prin- 
ted without delay, and extensively 
circulated. Thovugii a disposition 
favorable to the great object was 
very soon discovered on the part of 
charitable individuals, yet the Com- 
mittee perceived, that considerable 
time must elapse, before they could 
be in possession of funds adequate 
to the support of a mission upon a 

romising scale, in any part of the 
1eathen world. Four young breth- 
ren, however, viz. Messrs. Adoni- 
ram Judson, jun. Samuel Nott, jun. 
Samuel Newell, and Gordon Hall, 
held themselves in readiness for the 
service, and only waited to be sent 
where Providenge should direct. 
Under these circumstances, that as 
little time as possible might be lost, 
and with a view to the missionary 
interest at large, the Committee af- 
ter consultation on the subject, judg- 
ed it advisable to send one of the 
four brethren to England to confer 
with the Directors of the London 
Missionary Society. Mr. Judson 
was designated for this purpose, but 
as a precautionary and preparatory 
measure it was thought proper, 
that the four“missionary brethren 
should all be examined by the Com- 
mittee relative to their qualifica- 
tions for the service, to which they 
held themselves devoted. Accor- 
dingly they attended a session of the 
Committee, and were examined and 
approved. In the mean time ar- 
rangements were made for Mr. 
Judson’s special mission to Eng- 
land ; and he was fitted away with all 
convenient despatch. The precise 
views of the Committee, in this 
measure, will more distinctly be 
seen by the letter of instructions 
which was given to Mr. Judson, and 
which in this place the Committee 
beg leave to submit. 


Mr. Adoniram Judson, 


As you and your brethren, Sam- 
ucl Newell, Samuel Nott, and Gor- 
don Hall, have professed to hold 
yourselves sacredly devoted to the 
service of Christ, in some part or 
oa of the heathen world, as. in 

ivine Providence a door may be 
opened to vou, and as, with refer- 
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ence to this important ebject, you 
have chosen to place yourselves un- 
der the superintendence and direc- 
tion of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions; the Prudential Committee 
of the said Board, after obtaining 
satisfaction in regard to your quali- 
fications severally for the contem- 
plated service, and seriously con- 
sulting on the subject at large, have 
judged it adviseable to have a fuil 
all distinct understanding with the 
Directors of the London Missionary 
Society, in relation to the general 
object. For this purpose they have 
determined on sending you, dear 
Sir, to England, under the follow- 
ing instructions. 

Agreeably to arrangements made, 

ou will sail for England in the ship 
Packet, and on your arrival at her 
port of destination, you will pro- 
ceed, as soon as convenient, to 
London, and deliver your letter of in- 
troductionto the Rev. George Burder, 
Secretary of the London Missionary 
Society. Mr. Burder, we doubt not, 
will receive you with Christian 
courtesy, and from him, and his 
brethren of the Board of Directors, 
you will receive such notices as will 
enable you to accomplish in the best 
manner the design now in view. A 
principal object of your attention 
will be to ascertain, as distincily as 
possible, whether any and what ar- 
rangements can be made for a con- 
cert of measures in relation to Mis- 
sions, between the American Board 
of Commissioners and the London 
Missionary Society. Particularly, 
whether, if circumstances should 
render it desirable, you and your 
brethren can be supported in Mis- 
sionary service for any time, by 
the London funds, without commit- 
ting yourselves wholly and finally to 
the direction of the London Society. 
Or whether it may be in any case 
consistent for the mission to be sup- 
ported partly by them, and partly 
by us. And if so, under whose di- 
rection it must be held. On these 
points you wi!l possess yourself of 
the views of the Directors of the 
London Scciety, and receive their 
te ows for our consideration. 

ou will also, during your stay in 
England, avail yourself of your op- 
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portunities and advantages for ob- 
taining ample and correct informa- 
tion, relating to missionary fields, 
the requisite preparations for mis- 
sionary services, the most clizible 
methods of executing missions, and 
generally, to whatever may be con- 
ducive to the missionary interest ; 
and the most important parts of 
such information as you may obtain, 
vou will commit to writing, for the 
use of the American Board. 

As it is notexpected that you will 
be at youown charge in this en- 
gagement, you will keep a full ac- 
count of your expenditures, for ad- 
justment on your return. 

We commend you, dear brother, 
to the Providence and the grace of 
God, with fervent prayers for your 
safety, your success, and your hap- 
piness. In behalf of the Pruden- 
tial Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions, 

‘ours, dear brother, with great 
affection, 





SAMUEL WORCESTER. 


These instructions were accom- 
panied by an official letter fron: the 
Corresponding Secretary to the Sec- 
retary of the London Missionary 
Society, which for the further satis- 
faction of the Board, it may be 
proper in this connexion toexhibit. 


Salem, Jan. 3, 1811. 

REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

Inclosed with this you will receive 
a printed paper, in which you will 
see in general what has recently 
been done in this country in rejation 
to foreign missions. Four young 
gentlemen, Messrs. Adoniram Jud- 
son, jun. Samuel Newell, and Sam- 
uel Nott, whose names you will 
find in the paper referred to, and 
Mr. Gordon Hall, have offered 
themselves as candidates for mis- 
sions to the heathen, under a so- 
lemn profession that they have de- 
voted themselves to God for this ar- 
duous service, wherever in his 
Providence he may see fit to em- 
ploy them. ‘These beloved breth- 
ren have ail passed througha course 
of collegial education and received 
‘a collegial degree. Since leaving 
‘the universities they have comple- 
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ted a course of studies at the Theo- 
logical Institution in this vicinity, 
where they have acquitted them- 
selves to the high satisfaction of 
their instrustors and friends. Ac- 
cording to.our established order, 
they have been regularly licensed 
for the Christian ministry ; and for 
a considerable time they have all 
preached in our churches to good 
acceptance. ‘Their moral and Chris- 
tian reputation is good, and their 
talents and attainments are respec- 
table. Before the Prudential Com- 
mittee of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
they have passed an examination 
in form, relative to their religious 
sentiments, their religious feelings, 
and their views in offering them- 
selves for the missionary service: 
and their answers and declarations 
throughout were highly satisfactory. 
They profess their full belief in the 
articles of faith which are establish- 
ed in the Theological Institution, a 
cepy of which you will receive ; and 
the Prudential Committee have 
great confidence that they have re- 
ceived the truth in love ; that they 
are persons of sincere and ardent 
piety ; that they have offered them- 
selves for the missionary service 
from the best motives; and, in a 
word, that they have qualifications 
for distinguished usefulness. ‘Che 
manner in which these young men 
have come forward, together with 
a similar disposition manifested by 
several others, has made, extensive- 
ly, a deep impression, and excited 
a lively interest It is gratefully 
hailed as an indication that the 
Lord is about tedo something by 
his friends in this countrv, in fur- 
therance of the great design in 
which their brethren in England 
have been so nobly and so exem- 
plarily engaged. 

On our own continent, indeed, 
there are many millions of men “ sit- 
ting in darkness and in the regions 
and shadow of death,” and our breth- 
ren in England may wonder that, 
while such is the fact, we should 
turn our views to any other part of 
the world. But the attempts which 
have been made to evangelize the 
aboriginal tribes of the North Ame- 
rican wilderness, have been attended 
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with so many discouragements, and 
South America is yet In so unpro- 
mising a state, that the opinion very 
generaliy prevalent is, that for the 

agans on this continent but little 
can immediately be done. Hence, 
though the hope is entertained, that 
the time is coming when the bene- 
volent exertions of the Redeemer’s 
friends here, for spreading the know- 
ledge of his name, may be success- 
fully employed nearer home; yet at 
present the Eastern world is thought 
to offer a more promising iield. 

As yet however we have no ade- 
quate funds established, for the sup- 
port of distant and expensive mis- 
sions. What may be done in the 
course of a short time we know not. 
itis the desire and the prayer of 
many, that American missicnaries 
inay have American support; and 
we are not without hope that HE, 
to whom the silver and the gold be- 
long, will open the hearts of the rich 
among us for this interesting pur-§@ 
pose. Should this hope be realized, 
and missionary funds to any consid- 
erable amount be raised, they will 
probably be placed under such an 
arrangement as to be employed eith- 
er in the East or on our own conti- 
nent, as Divine Providence may 
direct. 

Under existing circumstances, the 
American Board are desirous to 
open a communication with the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, whose know- 
ledge of missionary concerns is am- 
ple, and the praise of whose lideral- 
ity and persevering exertions is in 
all partsof the world. For this pur- 
pose Mr. Judson, one of the mission- 
ary ' vethren, of whom you haveal- 
ready some knowledge, and who has 
been favored with a letter from you, 
has been appointed to go to London. 
‘To your courtesy and Christian at- 
tention he is most affectionately and 
respectfully recommended ; and for 
the particular objects for which he 
is sent, I beg leave to refer you to 
his letter of instructions. 

Besiies the official testimonial 
contained in this letter, Vir. Judson 
will carry with him others, sul par- 
ticularly one from the Puculty cf 
the ‘Fheological Institu:ioy) at \:' 
ver; an Institution wich, © 
young, is fast rising 2. iy. 
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and jn which, both on account of the 
principles on which it is founded, 
and the ability and piety with which 
it is conducted, great confidence is 
reposed. Should these testimonials 
be satisfactory, and should it in the 
event be thought best that our young 
brethren should be resigned to the 
patronage and direction of your so- 
ciety, your venerabie and highly 
respected Board of Directors will 
judge, whether, after the course of 
studies through which they have 
passed, it will be expedient for them 
to spend any time at your school at 
Gosport, and whether, for any pur- 
pose, it will be necessary for the 
other three to go to England, be- 
fore they shall be actually engaged 
in your service. 

t may not be improper to state, 
that some of the young men propose 
to take wives with them tothe mis- 
sionary field. If this meet the ap- 
probation of your Board, as we are 
not unapprized of the laudable care 
which you take in regard to the 
character not only of your mission- 
aries themselves, but also of their 
wives, we shall certainly consider it 
important that similar care be taken 
here. 

With great personal considera- 
tion, and in behalf of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, I tender to vou, dear Sir, 
and through you to your brethren of 
the Board of Directors the most af- 
fectionate and respectful salutations. 

SAMUEL WORCESTER, Cor. Sec’y. 


Rev.George Burder, Secretary 
of the London Miss. Society. 





Agreeabiy to his instructions Mr. 
Judson sailed in the ship Packet of 
Boston, about the first of January. 
On her passage out, the Packet was 
captured by a French privateer.— 
Mr. Judson was taken out and car- 
ried first to Passage in Spain, and 
thence to Bayonne in France, where 
ARE he was Cast into close prison. By 
| i] the favor of Providence, however, 
\ a he soon obtained a release from his 
confinement ; but it was so long be- 

fore he could obtain permission to 
depart from France for England, 
bin that he did not arrive in London un- 
til May, just in season to be present 
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at the annual meeting of the London 
Missionary Society. He staid in 
England about six weeks, had re- 
peated conferences with the Direc- 
tors and the Secretary of the Lon- 
don Society, and returned to this 
country in August. His reception 
by the Directors, and the result of 
conferences with them, will appear 
in part by the official letter which 
he brought with him from their Sec- 
retary to the corresponding Secreta- 
ry of this Board, which it may be 
proper to introduce in this place. 


London, June 11, 1811. 
To the Rev. Mr. Worcester. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


WT peculiar pleasure I receiv- 
ed your letter of Jan. 3d by the hands 
of our worthy young friend, Mr. Jud- 
son, who happily obtained his liberty 
just time enough to be present at our 
annual meeting. 

I rejoice greatly, with my breth- 
ren in the Direction of the Mission- 
ary Society, in the disposition which 
has been manifested by Messrs. Jud- 
son, Newell, Nott, and Hall, towards 
the poor heathen in the Kast. We 
hail it as a token for good, that the 
Lord has mercy in store for myriads, 
when he thus inclines young men of 
talents, piety, and education, to con- 
secrate themselves to the service of 
Christ among Pagan nations ; and 
the Directors, feeling the most per- 
fect satisfaction with the full and de- 
cided testimonies given by you, Sir, 
your Colleagues, and other reverend 
gentlemen, to the character of the 
young men, have most cordially re- 
ceived them as Missionaries, and 
they unite with them in wishing that 
they may proceed with_all conven- 
ient despatch, from your shores to 
those of India. 

By the official letter of instructions 
which I hope will be ready for Mr. 
Judson before his departure (which 
we lament is so hasty) you will per- 
ceive that the Directors wish they 
may proceed to Calcutta (or rather 
to Madras, if possible,) and from 
thence to Vizagapatam, whieh we 
consider as our Head-Quarters; and 
there to abide for a time, as various 
advantages, we think, will accrue 
from conversation with those whe 














have been sometime there. We 
have theught ita matter of too great 
importance hastily to be decided up- 
on, in what particular place they 
shall labor, and after all that we are 
now abletosay on the subject, we must 
allow some latitude to the brethren, 
to determine, upon the most delibe- 
rate consultation, what stations may 
probably be found the best and most 
promising. 

We have long had in view the 
great city and populous neighbor- 
hood of Surat ; but have been re- 
peatedly disappointed in our at- 
tempts to send missionaries thither. 
Mr. Spratt, one of our missionaries 
lately gone trom America, has been 
thought eligible for that station ; but 
he must not go alone. 

We have also had in view, for 
some years, Prince cf Wales’s Isl- 
and* (or Penang) which has lately 
become a placeof great consequence, 
and promises to be the key of Asia, 
especially of the vast countries of the 
Malays, the importance of which 
has appeared tous, since our accept- 
ance of your young friends, in a 
stronger light than ever, in conse- 
quence of what Dr. Buchanan has 
just published on that subject. 

But we must intreat, that the 
young men be advised by you, as 
well as by us, not to think of going 
all together to any one station, in the 

———___ 

* PRINCE OF WALES’s ISLAND 
is thus described in Dr. Morse's 
Gazetteer, on the authority of Sir | 
Home Poptham : It lies in the Straits 
of Malacca. The Propfirietors of 
the East India stock haveagreed, in 
consequence of the recommendation 
of Sir Home Poftham, to make this 
island the seat of a marine establish- 
ment. This island offers great ad- 
vantages as a military station ; al- 
80 for the building of vessels, and 
frossesses grvat commercial capfabil- 
ities, and will probably at some fu- 
ture day, become the depfrository of 
all the merchandise of China, and of 
India beyond the Ganges. This 
esland has the advantages over eve- 
ry other in India, of climate, of ap- 
hroach for shipping, of watering, of 
safety of harbor (capable of con- 
taing the whole British navy ) and 





of luxuriancy of supfilies. 
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first instance. We are too well a- 
ware of the jealousy entertained 
against missions by many gentlemen 
both in India and in Britain, to ven- 
ture on a step which might excite 
unnecessary alarm. Such isthe good 
sense of the young men and such 
their regard to the ultimate success 
of their endeavors, that we confi- 
dently hope they will be satisfied in 
observing the apostolic pattern; and 
proceed totheir work, two and two. 

‘The young men have expressed 
their inclination to enter into the 
married state before their depar- 
ture. On some accounts this 1s cer- 
tainly desirable ; but where new sta- 
tions are attempted, we have always 

en of opimion that it is safest and 
best for a missionary to go alone: 
‘This, however, would not be insist- 
ed upon in the present case, as they 
are going to a civilized country, 
where they will enjoy the protection 
of a regular government. 

But it is of immense importance 
that the females chosen for their 
companions, should be truly pious 
persons, of tried integrity and un- 
blemished character ; prudent, do- 
mestic, humble ; not looking for 
great things in this world ; such as 
will be willing to deny themselves, 
and to take up their cross and follow 
the lowly and diligent Son of God : 
it is also proper, that they should be 
persons who have manifested some 
zeal for God, in their attention to 
the education of poor children, vis- 
iting the sick, or in some other way; 
for without some ardent love to 
Christ and religion, we cannot ex- 

ect that they will prove helpers to 
Missionaries, but miserable hin- 
drances. 

Now, my dear Sir, on you and 
the other gentlemen of the Pruden- 
tial Committe, or others who may 
be thought adequate, the Directors 
must and do. rely with confidence, 
that the greatest care and caution 
may be observed, and that, if any 
doubts arise, a reasonable time be 
allowed more fully to develope the 
character, even though the union 
should be for atime deferred, and 
the young woman afterwards go out 
to join her intended partner. But 
such, Sir, appears to have been the 
pradence and care with which your 
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committee have proceeded with re- 
ard to the missionaries, that we 
eel confident equal care will be em- 
ployed respecting their partners. 
So many are the objects of our at- 
tention, that we are obliged to pay 
a sacred and constant regard to 
economy, in order that we may sup- 
port missions already established, 
and if possible commence many 
more. Already our expenditure is 
about 7,000/. annually, and it is like- 
ly that this year we shail expend 
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the British public will keep pace 
with our exertions, we know not. 
We hope it will. We cannot, there- 
fore, but wish that prudent and 
zealous endeavors may be made in 
America for the support ef Foreign 
missions. and weentertain so faver- 
able an opinion of our good friends in 
the United States, that we cannot 
suppose they will permit the 
London Society to serve alone ; and 
we stand fully prepared to hear of 
general and liberal contributions, as 
soon as it is known in the American 
churches, that four of their breth- 
ren, “ flesh of thcir ftesh and bone 
of their bone,” and animated with 
their own spirit of independence, 
are engaged in this servicee We 
hope the religious public will come 
forward, and so fill your funds, that 
not four only, but forty may go forth 
with apostolic zeal—with the zeai 
of Eliot, Mayhew, Brainerd, (names 
dear to us asto you) and spread 
abroad in many places, the sweet 
savor of the name of Jesus—ours 
and yours. 

Indeed we have just heard that a 













































































UPA pious lady, one of the first promo- 
oon ters of the Foreign Missions among 
a ih you, has bequeathed a noble sum for 
ah this purpose. Ere this, I doubt not, 


the example has been followed by 
others, and a foundation laid for the 
most generous exertions. 

However, should the Commis- 
sioners not find it convenient at pre- 
sent to undertake the support of the 
four brethren, the Directors wili 
agree to allow them the same annu- 
al salaries as are given to their mis- 
sionaries ; viz. 100/. a year to a sin- 
gle, and 150/.a year toa married 
missionary; that is, until they are 
able, by some means, not incompat- 
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10,000. Whether the liberality of 


ible with their missionary engage 
ments, to procure their own su 
noel which we consider to be the 

unden duty of every missionary to 
attempt, as soon as possible ; and 
without which missions can never 
be very widely extended. 

Weshall be happy, dear Sir, to 
hear from you as fully, and as fre- 
quently aspossible. 

Be pleased to present the cordial 
respectsof the Directors, to all the 
ministers and gentlemen of the 
Board, or who are otherwise en- 
gaged in this good and great work, 

lam. Sir, with sincere esteem, 
vour affectionate brother and fellow 
laborer, 

Gro: BuRDER, Secretary. 


~~ 


The Board will perceive, that 
though the London Directors gave 
the most favorable reception to our 
messenger, and shewed the most 
Christian zeal towards the general 
object, yet in this letter of the Rew 
Mr. Burder, nothing is said in di- 
rect reference to the points on which 
Mr. Judson was instructed to confer 
with the Directors, relating to a 
co-operation in the support and con- 
duct of missions. Though the 
Committee have not received any 
written communication from Mr. 
Judson, yet they have learned from 
him in general, that the London Di-+ 
rectors are of opinion, that a joint 
conduct of missions will not be prac- 
ticable ; and that although they are 
ready to receive our young breth- 
ren under their patronage, and 
would gladly have aid from us in re- 
spect to their support, yet they do 
not think it consistent to admit this 
Board to a participation with them 
in the direction of the mission. 
The Prudential Committee have al- 
wavs perceived, that a co-operation 
between the London Society and 
this Board in the conduct of a mis- 
sion must be attended with difficul- 
ty. ‘They thought it possible, how- 
ever, that the Directors of the Lon- 
don Society, with their more per- 
fect acquaintance with missionary 
concerns, might point out some 
way in which a co-operation might 
be practicable and useful; and if 
not, yet a hope was entertained, 
that it might be consistent with the 
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views and means of the Directors 
to afford some pecuniary aid to a 
mission to be directed by this Board, 
until adequate funds could be raised 
in this country. It now appears, 
that nothing of this kind is to be ex- 
pected ; the plans of the London 
Board are so extensive as to re- 
quire all the funds at their com- 
inand ; and if any concert of meas- 
ures be had with them, it must be 
in the way of our giving pecuniary 
aid to missions under their direction, 
rather than that of receiving aid 
from them to missions under our 
own direction. 

On the whole then, it now rests 
with this Board to  cetermine, 
whether it will be expegient to re- 
sign the four missionary brethren, or 
any of them, to the London Direc- 
tors ; and in that case what aid, if 
any, it will be proper to give to- 
wards fitting thera out for a mission 
and supporting them in it; ~° or 
whether it will be better to retain 
the young gentlemen under the di- 
rection of this Board, and trust, un- 
der Providence, in the liberality of 
the Christian public in this country 
for the.means of supporting them. 
It is the opinion of the Committee, 
which they beg leave respectfully to 
submit, that the latter is to be pre- 
ferre. ‘The grounds on which this 
opinion rests are briefly the tollow- 
ing. By raising up young men 
among us endowed with tbe spirit 
and qualifications for. missions, Di- 
vine Providence seems distinctly to 
call on the Christian public in this 
country for the requisite means of 
their support, and upon this Board 
toapply the means and direct the 
missionary labors. From this view 
of the subject, and from what has 
already come to our knowledge of 
the disposition of individuals towards 
the object, the Committee feel a 
confidence that Hr, to whom the 
silver and the gold belong, will open 
the hands of the rich and liberal 
among us, so as shortly to provide 
the means for supporting a foreign 
mission upon a promising scale. 
Though et present the Eastern world 
appears to hold out the most favor- 
able prospects for missionary efforts; 
yet the Committee presume, that 
this Board will not lose sight of the 

Vor. IV. NO. 11. 
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heathen.tribes on this continent, 
but will make it an object in their 
arrangements to be in readiness to 
meet the openings of Provitlence 
for imparting the knowledge of the 
Gospel tothem, And, finally, it is 
believed by the Committee, that if 
the missionary brethren are retain- 
ed under the direction of this Board, 
2 greater interest will be excited in 
the American public, greater libe- 
rality for the support cf missicns 
will be displayed, and greater ex- 
ertions for the missicnary cause will 
be made, and, on the whole, more 
will be done for the spread of the 
Gospel and the promotion of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. 

‘The Committee have expressed a 
confidence that adequate missionary 
funds may be raised in this country ; 
not indeed because funds to any con- 
siderable amount have been actual- 
ly realized. But the Committee 
feel themselves bound thankfully to 
express that for the time, which 
has intervened since the institution 
of this Board they think the encour- 
ayrement good. It is known to this 
Board, that a bequest to the amount 
of thirty thousand dollars for the 
foreign missionary use was left by 
the late Mrs, Norris of Salem. 
That bequest indeed is at present 
under litigation. In addition to this, 
several smaller donations have been 
made to the amount of about four- 
teen hundred dollars, making the 
whole amount of the funds already 
given tothis Board about thirty one 
thousand and four hundred dollars. 
This, given in the short space of a 
few months afier the Board became 
known to the public, presents itself 
tothe Committee in the light of a 
providential intimation, that a rea- 
sonable reliance may be placed on 
American funds for the support of 
American missionaries. "The Lon- 
don Missionary Society have for some 
years past expended about 4 7,000 
sterling, annualy, in the support of 
foreign missions ; and this year it is 
expected that they will expend 
£10,000. Shall the four American 
missionarics then be cast upon the 
London funds? Is not the American 
public as weil able to supply £600 
angually, the sum estimated to be 
sufficient for the support of four mis- 
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sionaries, as the British public is to 
supply £10,000? Would it not in- 
deed be a reproach to our charac- 
ter asa Christian nation, as well as 
shew an ungrateful distrust of Prov- 
idence, should we resign our mis- 
sionaries to the London Scciety, un- 
der an apprehension that we could 
not support them ? 


If, however, it should be ceter- 
mined to retain the missionary breth- 
ren witha view to employ them in 
a mission to be supported and di- 
rected by this Board, it readily oc- 


curs, that excitions must be made | 


upon av exiensive scale, and with 
zeal and perseverance, for raising 
the requisite funds. In conformity 


with the views of the Board attheir | 
former meeting, the Committe are | 


still of opinion that the best way to 


raise the funds will be by application | 


to individuals, especially tothe rich, 
but not to the neglect of the less 
wealthy, in all parts of the country. 
And it is respectfully submitted 
whether some measures may not be 
taken by the Board to engage the 
clergy and other influential charac- 
ters, extensively, to attend zealously 
to this subject. 

The Committe have made it an 
opject of their attention and inquiry, 
t4 obtaia information with respect to 
the best stations for missionary es- 
tablishments. ‘The astern world, 
especially Hindostan, the Malayan 
Archipelago, and the Birman eim- 
pire, presents most extensive fields 
for missionary labors ; fields which 


‘appear to be fast whitening for the 


harvest. All those vast regions are 
ful! of people sétéing in darkness 
und in the region and shadow of 
death, and by experiments already 
made it has been abundantly evin- 
ced that it is by no means a vain 
thing to attempt to spread the Gos- 
pel of salvation among them. But 
the most favorable station for an 
American mission in the East would 
probably be in some part cf the Bir- 
man empire. ‘The population. of 
that empire Is great and somewhat 
advanced in civilization ; the char- 
acter and manners of the people 
ave perhaps as favorable to the re- 
cepticn cf the Gospel as will be 
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world ; and what deserves partic- 
ular Consideration, they are not 
within the limits of the British em- 
pire, and therefore not so much 
within the proper province of the 
British missionary Societies. 

On our own continent, it is well 
known to the Board, there are many 
tribes ofmenin Pagan darkness, Not- 
withstanding the discouragements 
which have hitherto attended the 
efiorts which have been made to 
evangelize the American Indians, 
| there are many reasons which for- 
cibly press upon an American Mis- 
sionary Board a very tender and 
serious atttention to this portion of 
the Pagan world. 

On the whole, therefore, the 
Committce beg leave to submit 
| whether it would not be best for this 
| Board to tix wpon some place inthe 
| Birman empire for a_ missionary 
station in the East, and upon some 
place within the territories of the 
Indians of this continent, for a mis- 
sionary station in the West; and 
direct theiv attention to these two 
points with a view to follow the in- 
timations of Providence in regard 
to them, respectively, and to estab- 
lish missions In them as soon, ancl 
| pon as extensive a scale as their 

ineans will adimit. 

The mission of Mr. Judson to 
England was attended with expense; 
to what amonit exactly the Com- 
mittee are not able to state, as the 
want of atreasurer, and the short- 
ness of the time since Mr. Judson’s 
return, have rendered it impractica- 
ble to complete a seasonabie adjust- 
ment cf his accounts. 

In the close of this report, the 

Cominitiee would devoutly congrat- 
| ulate the Board on the evident 
smiles of Providence upon the de- 
sign of this infant institution. The 
| cause is God’s and it must succeed. 
‘Vhe object is the salvation of men ; 
the furtherance of the great purpose 
for which the Redeemer came down 
from heaven and died, the extension 
of his kingdom and the advance- 
ment of his glory. In this cause 
therefore we have every Christian 
inducement to be steadfast and im- 
movable, always abounding in the 











found in any part ef the heathen! work of the Lerd, for as much ae 
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we know, that our labor will not be | hundred dollars be appropriated to 
in vain in the Lord. aid the education of Eleazer Wil- 
SAMUEL SPRING, liams, a native of that tribe, and 
SAMUEL WORCESTER, his preparation to enter on_ that 
Prudential Commitice, \ ™510 ; and that this hundred dol- 

* | lars be paid in the present year, and 

be committed to the management of 


Voted, That this Board will re- 
tain under their care, the young | 
gentlemen, who last year, ‘ devo- 
ted themselves to the service of God 
for life, as missionaries in foreign | 
parts.” 

‘The Committee appointed to con- | 
sider the expediency of amending | 
the constitution, reported the follow- 
ing article to be added to the con- 
stitution, a year hence, if the Board | 
shall then judge it best. 

The Treasurer shail give bonds | 
to the Board in such sum as the 
Prudental Committee shall judge 
sufficient ; and shall receive such 
compensation for his services as the 
Board shall determine. 

Voted, ‘Yo accept the report of 
the Prudential Committce. 

The Rev. Dr. Morse, the Rev. 
Mr. Worcester, and the Treas- 
urer, were appointed a committee 
to prepare extracts from the doings 
of this session for publication in 
the Panoplist, the Connecticut 
Evangelical Magazine, and other 
periodical publications, as they shall 
judge expedient. 

The same committee were also 
appointed to prepare and publish 
1500 copies of an address, and form 
of subscription, relative to the pro- 
curement of funds for the purposes 
of the Board. 

Voted, ‘That the Prudential Com- 
mittee draw up a report proper 
for the Board to make to the Gen- 
eral Association of Massachusetts 
Properand of Connecticut, and pre- 
sent the same tothe consideration of 
the Board, at their meeting in 1812. 

Adjourned, to meet at seven 
o’clock to-morrow morning, 


Thursday, Sefit. 19. 
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the Rev. Dr. Lyman, and the Rev. 
tichard 3S. Storrs. 

Voted, That twenty-five cents a 
mile, reckoning the distance one 
way only, be allowed to each Com- 
missioner to defray the expenses of 
travel, in attending the sessions of 
the Board. 

Voted, That the next annual 
meeting of this Board shall be hold- 
en at Hartford. 

Voted, That every special meet- 
ing of the Board shall be holden at 
the place of the annual meeting next 
preceding the said special meeting. 

Voted, That the Prudential Com- 
miitee take bonds of the Treasurer 
to the amount of ‘Ten Thousand 
Doilars, for the faithful discharge of 
the duties of his office. 

Voted, That this Board do not 
advise Messrs) Adoniram Judson, 
junr. and Samuel Nott, junr. to 
place themselves at present, under 
the direction of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, but to wait the fur- 
ther inumation of Providence rela- 
tive to our means of furnishing them 
with the requisite support in the 
proposed Foreign Mission. 

Messrs. Adoniram Judson, junr. 
Samuel Nott, junr. Samuel Newel, 
and Gordon Fiall, were appointed 
missionaries, to labor under the di- 
rection of this Board in Asia, cither 
in the Birman Empire, or in Surat, 
or in Prince of Wales Isiand or 
elsewhere, as in the view of the Pru- 
dential Committee, Providence shall 
open the most favorable door. 

Voted, ‘That each of the married 
missionaries receive an annual sala- 
ry of six hundred and sixty-six dol- 
lars and sixty-seven cents; and 
that each unmarried missionary’s 
annual salary be four hundred and 





Met according to adjournment, 

Voted, That this Board will pay 
particular attention to the condition 
of the Caghnawaga tribe of Indians 
in Canada, and establish as soon as 
practicable, a mission among them : 
and to forward this design, that one 


forty-four dollarsand forty-five cents; 
each salary to commence on the 
arrival of the missionary in the 
field of his labors. 

Voted, ‘That an outfit of six hun- 
dred and sixty-six dollars and sixty- 
seyen cents be allowed to each mar- 
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ried missionary, and to each un- 
married missionary an outfit of four 
hundred and forty-four dollars and 
forty-five cents. 

Voted, To appropriate a sum, 
not exceeding three hundred dollars, 
to purchase books for the use ef the 
Missionaries. 

Voted, ‘That the missionaries 
present be allowed the same sum 
per mile, as the Commissioners for 





their expenses in attending the pre- | 
sent session; together with their | 
necessary expences during the ses- 
sion. 

Whereas Messrs. James Rich- | 
ards, jun. and Edward Warren, 
students in the Theological Semin- | 
ary, have expressed a disposition | 
to engage personally in preaching | 
the Gospel tothe heathen, and pres- 
ent themselves to this Board, and 
solicit their advice, direction, and 
patronage ; 

Voted, That this Board cordially 
approve the disposition manifested 
by the two young gentlemen, and 
cheerfully comply: with their solici- 
tations, and do take them under 
our direction and patronage, on the 
following conditions, viz. 

1. ‘That they complete their The- 
ological course at the seminary, 
agreeably to the statutes. 

2. That they be permitted to at- 
tend a course of Medical Lectures 
at Dartmouth College, with the 
consent of the Faculty of the The- 
ological Seminary. 





The report of the Prudential | 
Committee prepared to be submit- | 
ted tothe Genera! Association of | 
Massachusetts Proper, and to the | 
General Association of Connecticut 
was read, accepted, and ordered to | 
be submitted to those General As- 
sociations, respectively, at their 
next sessions, by the Recording 
Secretary. 

Voted, That this Board submit to 
the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United 
States, the expediency of forming 
an institution similar to this; between 
which and us there may be such a 
co-operation as shall promote the 
great object of missions among un- 
evangelized nations ; and that the 
Corresponding Secretary be re- 





quested to transmit a copy of this 
vote to the general Kiarubly. 
The meeting was closed with 


prayer by the Rev. Dr. Morse. 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISs- 
SIONS. 

In the foregoing report the sum 
of fourteen hundred dollars is men- 
tioned as having been given to be 
expended in Foreign Missions. The 
particulars of this sum are as fol- 
lows: 


Money collected in Had- 

ley, received by the hands 

of the Rev. Dr. Lyman & 47,98 
From individuals in the 

Society of West brook, 

(Conn.) received by the 

Rev. Mr. Chapin 8,00 
Donation from a friend 

to Foreign Missions, re- 

ceived by Mr. Chapin 410,2 
Donation from William 

Woodbridge, Stonington, 

(Conn.) by the hands of 


Gen. Huntington 10,00 
From two young ladies, 
New London 4,00 


From the Rev. Doctor 
Woolworth, Long Island 15,00 
From a friend to mis- 


sions, New London 50,00 
From another friend to 

missions, New London 250,00 
From a friend to mis- 

sions, Norwich 50,00 
From sundry persons un- 

known 9,72 


From individuals, by the 
hands of the Rev'd. Mr. 





Huntington of Boston 212,00 

From Dea. Samuel H. 
Walley, Boston 100,00 
& 1,166,90 


Mr. Bartlett, Mrs. Norris, and 
others, gave to fit out Mr Judson, 
more than sufficient to make up 
the sum specified. 


THE BIRMAN EMPIRE, 
Which is repeatedly mentioned in 
the foregoing documents, les on 
the great peninsula beyond the Gan- 
ges, and comprises the kingdoms of 
Ava and Pegu. It has been known 
to Geographers but a few years by 
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that name. It is said to contain 
17,000,000 inhabitants. The peo- 
ple are brave, industrious, and in- 
genious. Their laws are excessive- 
ly severe and cruel, and very rigid- 
ly executed. Their religion has a 
-_ affinity with that of the Hin- 

oos. Rangoon is a principal port. 
At this place Messrs. Chater and 
Felix Carey, son of Dr. Carey, are 
established as missionaries under 


the London Society. 


FOREIGN. 
The English Review of Buchan- 
an’s Researches. 


[Continued from p. 393.] 


Dr. Bucuanan, on his se- 
cond visit to Ceylon, in March 
1808, found the south side of 
the island in the same state of 
destitution, as to religious in- 
struction, with the north. He 
found but two English clergy- 
men in the island. * What won- 
der,” said a Romish priest to 
him, “ that your nation should 
be so little interested about the 
conversion of pagans to Chris- 
tianity, when it even does noi 
give teachers to its own sub- 
jects who are already Chris- 
tians.” Numbers of the native 
Protestants, every year, aposta- 
tize to Boodha. Governor 
Maitland expressed his convic- 
tion, that some ecclesiastical 
establishment ought to be given 
to Ceylon. Both he and the 
seinior chaplain at Columbo, the 
Hon. Mr. Twisleton, afford their 
patronage in the most liberal 
manner to three missionaries of 
the London Society, establish- 
ed in different parts of the isl- 
and; and the government :1- 
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stipend. The whole of the 
New Testament has been trans- 
lated into Cingalese, and three 
books of the Old: but even 
this portion is not circulated ; 
“there is no supply of books 
for the use of the people.”? Dr. 
Buchanan justly expresses his 
astonishment, that, though there 
are 500,000 native Christians in 
Ceylon, there should not be one 
complete copy of the Scriptures 
in the language of that island. 
Did the professional engage- 
ments of Sir Alexander John- 
stone* permit, Dr. Buchanan 
thinks him the fittest person to 
superintend the further transla- 
tion of the Scriptures. “ It is 
a proof,” he adds, * of the in- 
terest which this gentleman 
takes in the progress of Chris- 
tian knowledye, that he has cau- 
sed Bishop Porteus’s Evidences 
of Christainity to be translated 
uito the Cingalese tongue, for 
distribution among the natives.” 
Every line of this information 
is important, and deserves the 
serious notice of our bishops 
‘nd our statesmen. Is it possi- 
ble they should not see the re- 
sponsibility which ‘attaches to 
them, in the sight of God and 
man, while they neglect the 
moral culture of such a vine- 
yard as Ceylon? But what can 
be done? will probably be ask- 
ed ; and with this interrogatory 
many will satisfy their conscien- 
ces. But we would ask in re- 
turn, What have you attempted 
io do? Have you ever seriously 
deliberated on the subject ? 
— 


* This amiable and excellent 
person has lately passed some time 
in England. He is now on his re- 
turn to Ceylon, full of those benev- 
alent purposes which Christianity 





lows to each of them an annual 


never fails to inspire. 
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Have you ever set yourselves to 
consult about the means of pre- 
serving and promoting Cliris- 
tianity in Ceylon? If these 
questions must be answered in 
the negative, as we fear they 
must, will no blame attach to 
those whose proper province it 
is, as heads of our church and 
state, to watch over the inter- 
ests of true religion in every 
part of the empire? But can 
nothing then be done ? Can the 
government of this country do 
nothing? Is the erection of a 
Cingalese college, for the pur- 
pose of supplying native teach- 
ers to the desolate churches of 
Ceylon, a thing impossible ? 
Why should not the same efiorts 
be made, and the same funds 
applied, for the promotion of 
Christianity by the British, as 
by the Dutch government ? We 
had been accustomed to regard 
the Dutch as so absorbed in the 
pursuit of mercantile gain, as 
to be dead to every other con- 
sideration. But when we enter 
on their colonial possessions, we 
find that a large part of that 
{! gain had been consecrated to the 
noblest of purposes, the diffu- 
sion of the knowledge of the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom he has sent. It is to the 
Christian a heart-sickening con- 
sideration, to reflect on the dif- 
ferent policy pursued at pres- 
ent by Great Britain. The 
Christain establishmentsof Cey- 
lon, have withered under our 
touch.—And is there nothing in 
the power of our bishops? 
They may at least lift their voi- 
ces, and call on pariiament and 
the nation to consider what can 
be done for their Protestant 
brethren of Ceylon. We have 
seen the Bishop of St. David’s 
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founding a seminary for supply- 
ing Wales with pastors. What 
might not be done, were all our 
bishops to unite in forming an 
establishment for the education 
of teachers for our foreign do- 
minions ! That would be an in- 
stitution worthy of the British 
episcopate, and which would 
enshrine them In the affections 
of every Cliristian in the land. 
Inthe mean time, let those whe 
feel, witn us, that we are bound, 
by every consideration which 
ought to aflect us as men or as 
Christians, to aid the languish. 
ing cause of Christianity in 
Ceylon, contribute in the only 
way which is at present open to 
them. The attention of the 
Society for Missions to Africa 
and the East has Jately been 
drawn to this island; and it 
may be in their power, if ade- 
quate pecuniary means are af- 
forded them, to send some mis- 
sionaries thither. We recom- 
mend the perusal of that Socie- 
ty’s last Report to those who 
may wish to inform themselves 
on the subject. 

Dr. Buchanan next adverts to 
the state of the Malayan Ar- 
chipelago. The Dutch posses- 
sions in the Indian Ocean are 
devolving on Great Britain. 
These islands contain great 
numbers of Protestant Chris- 
tians ; for wherever the Dutch 
established themselves, they en- 
deavored to christianize the na- 
tives, and they succeeded. A 
large proportion of the natives 
‘profess the religion of the Bi- 
jble ; and the Bible already ex- 
‘ists in a Malay version. Here 
‘then there is room forthe be- 
nevolent exertions of both the 
Bible Society, and the Society 
} for promoting Christian Knowl- 
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edge. One hundred thousand 
Malay Bibles will not suffice to 
supply the Malay Christians.” 
The Scriptures were translated 
by the Dutch into the Eastern 
Malay only, that being the gen- 
eral language of their extensive 
possessions in that quarter. But 
the language of Sumatra differs 
from this, and is called the 
Western Malay Inthe college 
of Fort William, T. Jarret, 
Esq. of the Company’s service, 
who had resided twelve years in 
Sumatra, was preparing a ver- 
sion in the Western Malay, 
when his progress was interrup- 
ted by the reduction of the col- 
lege establishment. He still 
prosecutes his work, however, 
at Madras, with the aid of a 
learned Malay of rank. Dr. 
Buchanan suggests, that as 
there is a college in Bengal for 
instructing the English in the 
languages of Hindostan, there 
should be an institution in Pe- 
nang, or Prince of Wales’s Isl- 
and, for cultivating the Malay 
tongue. This settlement being 
placed in the centre of British 
navigation in the East, may be 
expected to become the empo- 
tium of Asiatic commerce. 
Dr. Bucianan resided there for 
about a month, and was surpri- 
sed by the variety of languages, 
and of races of men, he met 
with in Penang. He considers 
it asa most favorable station for 
the study of the Malay and Chi- 
nese languages, and for pour- 
ing forth from the press useful 
works for the civilization of 
maritime and austral Asia; and 
its diversified population ap- 
peared to him to possess a com- 
municative disposition, and an 
unusual thirst for knowledge. 
The contrast between the 
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Christian and Pagan Malays is 
very striking. Such is the bar- 
barism of the latter, especially 
in the interior of such large isl- 
ands as Sumatra, that they ac- 
tually kill and eat their crimi- 
nals and prisoners of war. 
Nay, they frequently eat their 
own relations, when aged and 
infirm ; and that not so much 
to grately appetite as to perform 
a pious ceremony. The fol- 
lowing account of this extraor- 
dinary ceremony is given by 
the learned Dr. Leyden in his 
Researches. 


“When a man becomes infirm 
and weary of the world, he is said 
to invite his own children to eat him 
in the season when salt and limes 
are cheapest. He then ascends a 
tree, round which his friends and 
offspring assemble, and as they 
shake the tree, join in a funeral 
dirge, the import of which is, ‘ The 
season is come, the fruit is ripe, and 
it must descend.’ The victim de- 
scends, and those that are nearest 
and dearest to him deprive him of 
life, and devour his remains in a 
solemn banquet.” p. 195° 


Dr. Buchanan is at the same 
time of opinion that no quarter 
of the globe is more favorable 
for Christian missions than the 
Malayan Aschipelago. The 
Dutch have proved that success 
is attainable, and the facilities 
which we now possess for con- 
ducting such undertakings are 
very great. 

But besides the Eastern and 
Western Malay, there are two 
other languages spoken in this 
immense cluster of islands, 
the language of Java, which is 
a third dialect of the Malay ; 
and that of the Celebes, called 
the Bouguese language. Lite- 
rature was formerly cultivated 
in the Celebes, and their songs 
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and romances are said by Dr. 
Leyden to be famous among all 
the islands of the East. “ The 
man,” observes our author, 
«who shall first translate the 
Bible into the language of the 
Celebes, will probably be read 
by as many islanders as have 
read the translation of Wick- 
liffe.” 


We now come to Dr. Bu- 
chanan’s account of the Syrian 
Christians in India. A part of 
this most interesting account 
has been already anticipated in 
our volume for 1807, pp. 654 
and 751, to which we refer our 
readers. We have before us, 
however, much that is new. 


‘When the Portuguese, under 
Vasco de Gama, arrived at Cochin, 
they were agreeably surprised to 
find upwards of a hundred Chris- 
tian churches on the coast of Mala- 
bar. But when they became ac- 
quainted with the purity and sim- 
plicity of their worship, they were 
offended. * These churches,’ said 
the Portuguese, ‘ belong to the 
Pope.’—* Who is the nig el said 
the natives, ‘we never heard of 
him.” ‘The European priests were 
yet more alarmed, when they found 
that these Hindoo Christians main- 
tained the order and discipline of a 
regular church under espiscopal 
jurisdiction; and that, for 1500 
years past, they had enjoyed a suc- 
cession of bishops appointed bv the 
patriarch of Antioch. ‘* We,’ said 
they, ‘are of the true faith, what- 
ever you from the West may be ; for 
we come from the place where the 
followers of Christ were first called 
Christians.’ 


The persecuting zeal of the 
Portuguese, directed by the in- 
quisition at Goa, succeeded in 
compelling the churches on the 
Sea-coast to acknowledge the 


own language and liturgy : and 
this point was conceded to 
them. But the churches in the 
interior would not yield to 
Rome, and preferred to seek 
protection from the native prin- 
ces. Dr. Buchanan having ob- 
tained leave from the Rajah of 
Travancore, proceeded to visit 
those churches. From his jour- 
nal while on this tour, we will 
make a few extracts. 


“ Chinganoor, a Church of the 
Syrian Christians, November 16, 
1806—When we were approaching 
the church of Chinganoor, we met 


‘with one of the cassanars, or Syr- 


ian clergy. He was dressed in a 
white loose vestment with a cap of 
red silk hanging down behind.— 
Being informed who he was, I said 
to him in the Syriac language, 
* Peace be unto you” He was sur- 
prised at the salutation ; but imme- 
diately answered, ‘The God of 
peace be with you.” He accosted 
the Rajah’s servants in the language 
of the country, to know whol was ; 
and immediately returned to the 
village to announce our approach. 
When we arrived, I was received 
at the door of the church, by three 
kasheeshas, that is, presbyters, or 
priests, who were habited in like 
manner, in white vestments. Their 
names were Jesu, Zecharias, and 
Urias, which they wrote down in 
my Journal, each of them adding to 
his name the title Kasheesha. 


| There were also present two shum- 


shanas or deacons. ‘The elder priest 
was a very intelligent man, of rev- 
erend appearance, having a long 
white beard, and of an affable and 
engaging deportment. The three 

rincipal Christians, or lay elders 
deaeet to the church were named 
Abraham, Thoma, and Alexan- 
dros. After some conversation with 
my attendants they received me 
with confidence and affection ; and 
the people of the neighboring villa- 
ges came round, women as well as 
men. The sight of the WoMEN as- 














supremacy of the Pope, but 
they insisted on retaining their | 





sured me that 1 was once more (af- 
ter a long absence from England) 
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in a Christian countrt. For the 

Hindoo women, and the Mahome- 

dan women, and in short, all wo- 

men who are not Christians are ac- 

counted by the men an inferior 

race ; and, in general, are confined 

to the house for life, like irrational 

creatures. In every countenance 

now before me I thought [ could dis- 

cover the intelligence of Christiani- 

ty. But at the same time, I per- 

ceived, all around, symptoms of pov- 

erty and political depression. In 

the churches, and in the people 
there was the air of fallen greatness. 
I said to the senior priest, * you ap- 

pear to me like a people who have 

known better days.’ * It is even so,’ 
said he, ‘We are in a degenerate 
state compared with our forefa- 

thers.’ He noticed that there were 
two causes of their present decay. 
* About 300 vears ago an enemy 
eame from the West bearing the 
name of Christ, but armed with the 
inquisition ; and compelled us to seek 
the protection of the native prin- 
ces. And the native princes have 
kept us in a state of depression ever 
since. ‘They indeed recognize our 
ancient privileges, for we rank in 
general next to the airs, the no- 
bility of the country ; but they have 
encroached by degrees on our pro- 
perty, till we have been reduced 
to the humble state in which 
you find us. The glory of our 
church has passed away ; but we 
hope your nation will revive it 
again.’ I observed that ‘ the glory 
of a church could never die, if it 
preserved the Bible.’ We have pre- 
served the Bible,’ said he; ‘ the 
Hindoo princes never touched our 
liberty of conscience. We were 
formerly on a footing with them in 
political power ; and they respect our 
religion. We have also converts from 
time totime; but, in this Christian 
duty we are not so active as we once 
were ; besides it is not so creditable 
now to become a Christian, in our 
low state.’ He then pointed out to 
me a Namboory Brahmin, (that is, 
a Brahmin of the highest cast) who 
had lately become a Christian and 
assumed the white vestment of a 


Svrian priest. * The learning too 
of the Bible,’ he added, ‘is in a 
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are few in number ; and that num- 
ber is diminishing instead of increa- 
sing ; and the writing out a whole 
copy of the sacred Scripturesis a 
great labor, where there is no profit 
and little piety” Ithen produced a 
srinted copy of the Syriac New 
I'estament. There was not one of 
them who had ever seen a printed 
copy before. ‘They admired it 
much ; and every priest, as it came 
into hishands, began to read a por- 
tion, which he did fluently, while 
the women came round to hear. 
I asked the old priest whether I 
should send him some copies from 
Europe. ‘* They would be worth 
their weight in silver,’ said he. He 
asked me whether the Old Testa- 
ment was printed in Syriac, as well 
as the New. I told him it was, but 
Ihad not acopy. They professed 
an earnest desire to obtain some 
copies of the «whole Syriac Bible; 
and asked whether it would be 
practicable to obtain one copy for 
every church. ‘I must confess to 
you,’ said Zecharias, ‘ that we have 
very few copies of the frofihetical 
Scriptures in the church. Our 
chureh languishes for want of the 
Scriptures. But he added, ‘ the 
language that is most in use among 
the people is the Malayalim, (or 
Malabar) the vernacular language 
of the country. ‘The Syriac is now 
only the learned maar and the 
language of the church: but we 
generally expound the Scriptures to 
the people in the vernacufar tongue.” 
“I then entered on the subject of 
the translation of the Scriptures. 
He said ‘ a version could be made 
with critical accuracy ; for there 
were many of the Syrian clergy 
who were perfect masters of both 
languages, having spoken them 
from tneir infancy. But,’ said he, 
‘our bishop will rejoice to see you, 
and to discourse with you on this and 
other subjects.’ I told them that if 
a translation could be prepared, I 
should be able to get it printed, and 
to distribute copies among their fif- 
ty-five churches at a small price. 
* That indeed would give joy,’ said 
old Abraham. ‘There was herea 
murmur of satisfaction among the 
people. If I understand you right, 





low state amongst us. 
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English church can bestow upon 

‘ou, is the Bible. ‘It is so,’ said 
i ‘ And what is the next greatest,’ 
said 1. ‘Some freedom and _per- 
sonal Consequence asa people.’ By 
which he meant political liberty, 
‘We are here in bondage, like Is- 
rael in Egypt.’ I observed that the 
English nation would doubtless re- 
cognize a nation of fellow-Chris- 
tians ; and would be happy to inter- 
est itself in their behalf, as far as 
our political relation with the prince 
of the country would permit. ‘They 
wished to know what were the 
principles of the English govern- 
ment, civil and religious. I answer- 
edi that our government might be 
said to be founded generally on the 
principles of the Bible. ‘ Ah,’ said 
old Zecharias, * that must be a glo- 
rious government which is founded 
on the principles of the Bible” The 
priests then desired I would give 
them some account of the history of 
the English nation, and of our se- 
cession a their cnemy the Church 
of Rome. And in return, I requested 
they would give me some account of 
their history—My communications 
with the Syrians are rendered very 
easy by means of an interpreter 
whom I brought with ime all the 
way from the Lanjore country. He 
is a Hindoo by descent, but is an in- 
telligent Christian, and was a pupil 
and catechist of the late Mr Swartz. 
The Rev. Mr. Kohloff recommended 
him to me. He formerly lived in 
Travancore, and is weil acquain- 
ted with the vernacular tongue. 
He aiso reads and writes Engitish 
very well, and is as much interes- 
ted in favor of the Syrian Chris- 
tians as myself.” 

* Rommicl, (a Syrian Church ), 
Nov. 12, 1606.1 have now visited 
eight churches, and scarcely be- 
lieve sometimes that lam in the 
land of the Hindoos. 1 attended di- 
Vine service on the Sunday. Their 
liturgy is that which was formerly 
used in the churches of the patri- 
urchof Antioch. During the pray- 
ers there were intervals of silence, 
the priest praying in a low voice, 
and every man praying for himself. 
‘These siient intervals add much to 
the solemnity and appearance of 
devotion.” 
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‘* Here, as in all churches in a 
state of decline, there is too much 
formality in the worship. But the 
have the Bible and a scriptural lit- 
urgy; and these will save the 
church in the worst times, These 
may preserve the spark and life of 
religion, though the flame be out. 
And as_there were but few copies 
of the Bible among the Syrians (for 
every Copy was transcribed with 
the pen) it is highly probable that, 
if they had not enjoyed the advan- 
tage of the daily prayers, and daily 
portions of Scripture in their liturgy, 
there would have been in the revo- 
lution of ages, no vestige of Chris- 
tianity among them.”* 

“Phe doctrines of the Svrian 
Christians are few in number, but 
pure, and agree in essential points 
with those of the Church of Eng- 
land ; so that although the body of 
the church appears to be ignorant, 
and formal, and dead, there are in- 
dividuals who are alive to righteous- 
ness, who are distinguished from 
the rest by their purity of life, and 
are sometimes censured for too rigid 
apiety. In every church, and in 
many of the private houses, there 
are manuscripts in the Syriac lan- 

— 

* “ In a nation like ours over- 
flewing with knowledge, men are 
not always in circumstances to pier- 
ceive the value of a scriptural htur- 
gu. When Christians are well 
taught, they think they want some- 
thing better. But the young and 
the ignorant, who form a great 
fircportion of the community, are 
edified by a little filain instruction 
Sreguently repeated. A small 
church or sect may do without a 
Jorm for a while. But a national 
liturgy is that which preserves a 
relic of the true faith among the 
heopfile in a large empire, when the 
priests leave their ARTICLES and 
CONFESSIONS of FAITH. Woe to 
the declining church which hath no 
Gosfiel Liturgy! Witness _ the 
Presbyterians in the West of Eng- 
land, and some other sects, who are 
said to have become Arians and So- 
cinians to aman. The puritans of 
a former age did not live long 





enough to see the use of an evan- 
gelical formulary,” 
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guage ; anc I have been successful 
in procuring some old and valuable 
copies of the Scriptures and other 
books, written in different ages and 
in different characters.” 


Our limits will not permit us 
materially to extend the review 
of this work in our present 
Number ; but before we close 
the book, we wish to present our 
readers with one more extract 
from Dr. Buchanan’s Journal. 
It is dated at 


“ Cande-nad, a Church of the 
Syrian Christians, November 23, 
1806—** This is the residence of 
Mar Dionysius, the metropolitan of 
the Syrian Church. A great num- 
ber of the priests from the other 
churches had assembled by desire 
of the bishop, before my arrival. 
"Lhe bishop resides in a building at- 
tached to thechurch. I was much 
struck with his first appearance. 
He was dressed in a vestment of 
dark red silk ; a large golden cross 
hung from his neck, and his vene- 
rable beard reached below his gir- 
die. Such, thought I, was the ap- 

earance of Chrysostom in the 
ourth century. n public occa- 
sions he wears the episcopal mitre, 
and a muslin robe is thrown over 
his under garment ; and in his hand 
he bears the crosier, or pastoral 
staff. He is a man of highly re- 
spectable character in his church, 
eminent for his piety, and for the 
attention he devotes to his sacred 
functions. I found him to be far su- 
perior in general learning to any 
of his clergy whom I had yet seen. 
He told me that all my conversa- 
tions with his priests, since my ar- 
rival in the country, had been com- 
municated to him. ‘ You have 
come,’ said he, * to visit a declining 
church, and I am now anold man: 
but the hopes of its seeing better 
days cheer my old age, though I 
may not live to see them.’—I sub- 
mitted tothe bishop my wishes in 

rd to the translation and prin- 
ting of the Holy Scriptures. ‘I 
have already fully considered the 


subject,’ said he, ‘and have deter- ; 





mined to superintend the work my- 
self, and to call the most learned of 
my clergy to my aid. Itis a work 
which will illuminate these dark re- 
gions, and God will give it his bies- 
sing’. I was much pleased when I 
heard this pious resolution of the 
venerable man: for 1 had now as- 
certained that there are upwards of 
200,000 Christians in the south of 
India, besides the Syrians who 
speak the Malabar language.—The 
next subject of importance in my 
mind, was the collection of useful 
manuscripts in the Chaldaicand Syr- 
1ac languages ; and the bishop was 
pleased to say that he would assist 
my inquiries, and add to my coliec- 
tion. He descanted with great sat- 
isfaction on the hope of seeing prin- 
ted Syriac Bibles from England ; 
and said they would be ‘ a treasure 
to his church,’ ”j 


[Zo be continued.) 
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Seventh Report of the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society. 


Your Committce have now to 
reper’ to the Members of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Socicty, their 
proceedings during the Seventh year 
of its institution. Adopting the same 
course of arrangement which has 
been observed in former Reports, as 
best ca!culated to connect the trans- 
actions of successive years, your 
Committee, under the general head 
of Foreign Connexions, will first ad- 
vert to the information reccived 
from the Continent of Europe. 

Under this head, they have the 
satisfaction to report the completion 
of the Polish Bible. This event is 
announced in a letter from the Bible 
Society at Berlin, dated the 14th of 
last October. The notification js 
accompanied with the warmest 
thanks of the Berlin Society tothe 
Parent Institution, for its very libe- 
ral contributions in aid of this sacred 
work, together with nine copies of 
the Polish Scriptures, as the first 
fruits of the labors of that Society in 
the Polish vineyard, The whole ex- 
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pence of printing 8000 Polish Bibles, | ciety, it communicates the following 


and 4000 extra copies of the New 
‘Testament, amounted toabout 1600/., 
to which the British and Foreign 
Bible Society contributec 960/ : and 
for this sum, the inhabitants of Po- 
land have received a gift of inesti- 
mable value, which, in the present 
situation of affairs, they had no pros- 
‘pect of obtaining by any other means. 


The Report of last year stated 
the recommendation of your Com- 
mittee to the Bible Society at Berlin, 
to form a Committee at Konigsberg, 
for the express purpose of printing 
a Bible in the Lithuanian language, 
and the promise of assisting the ex- 
ecution of that work, by a donation 
of 300/. 

The recommendation was readily 
adopied ; but the Konigsberg Com- 
mittee, in despair of obtaining from 
a country impoverished by war the 
additional funds required for print- 
ing a Lithuanian Bible, hesitated to 
enter on the immediate commence- 
ment of an undertaking which they 
saw no prospect of being able to 
complete. 

Under these circumstances, they 
addressed your Committee ; stating 
at the same time, that among the 
Lithuanian peasants there were 
numbers who earnestly sought the 
salvation of their souls. ‘They there- 
fore pathetically implored the fur- 
ther assistance of the British and 
Foreign Bible Societv. 

An appeal of this nature could 
not be resisted. It was, therefore, 
determined to furnish the Konigs- 
berg Committee with the further 
sum of 2004 The letter informing 
them of this additional grant arri- 
ved at a most seasonabie period, 
and determined them immediately 
to proceed to the printing of 3000 co- 
pies of the Lithuanian Bible. ‘The 
desire of obtaining it is so great, 
that no less than 1300 copies have 
already been subscribed for. 


The correspondence of your 
Committee with the German Bible 
Society at Basle, during the last 
year, 1s restricted to a single letter, 
dated in October 1810. After ex- 
pressing the most grateful acknowl- 
edgments for the liberal assistance 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 





interesting intelligence : 

‘That the subscriptions opened for 
the purpose of a gratuitous distribu- 
tion of Bibles and ‘Lestaments, not on- 
ly continue, but inercase ; that hence 
the German bible Society has been 
enabled to distribute, from year to 

ear, many hundred Bivles and 

‘ew ‘bestaments ; and that the 
French Bible, the printing of which 
was assisted by a grant of 300/. from 
the British and Foreign bible Socie- 
ty, is almost finished, 

Your Committee have accommo- 
dated the German Bible Society 
with an additional donation of 200/, 
for the purpose of printing an Italian 
New ‘Testament This measure 
was adgpted in consequence of a 
desire expressed by that Society 
to convert the sum of 200/, origin- 
ally voted for the Old ‘lestament 
in the Romanese dialect, to the pur- 
pose of printing an Italian New 
Testament, as more immediately 
wanted. Your Committee, anxious 
to secure the accomplishment of 
the latter of these objects, without 
superseding the former, resolved to 
furnish the additional grant of 200/. 
as above described ; and thus both 
works, it is hoped, will proceed 
without obstruction or delay. 

The Members of the Society will 
recollect the intimation expressed 
inthe Second and Third Annual 
Reports, of an intention to promote 
an edition of the Scriptures in the 
languages of Esthonia and Livonia, 
part of the Russian dominions 

Your Committee most sincerely 
regret, that the execution of this 
design has been retarded by una- 
voidable impediments ; as the state 
of the poor in those provinces, with 
respect to religious knowledge, and 
the means of acquiring it, seems 
truly deplorable. 

Without detailing all the informa- 
tion which has been received on this 
subject, it will be sufficient to state 
the following circumstances, on the 
authority of a Correspondent and 
native, well acquainted with the 
two provinces in question 

The poverty of the lower classes 
is extreme ; many of the peasants 
are ignorant even of the existence 
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of the Bible ; at all events, from its 
— and scarcity, it is unattainable 

y them ; not one family in a hun- 
dred possessses a copy ; and there 
are FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND 
FAMILIES in Esthonia and Livonia 
absolutely without a Bible. It ap- 
pears also, that, for the last forty 
years, almost every individual in 
Esthonia and Livonia has been 
taught to read ; and that there are 
many respectable and benevolent 

rsons, both among the clergy and 

aity, who are anxious for the reli- 

gious improvement of their coun- 
trymen, and from whom an active 
co-operation may be expected. 

Under all these circumstances, 
your Committee have earnestly re- 
commended the formation (if prac- 
ticable) of a Livonian Bible Society. 
And deeply feeling the pressing 
wants of so many thousand poor in 
those parts, they have determined 
immediately to transmit the sum of 
6002 for the purpose of printing 
10,000 Testaments in the Lettonian 
and Esthonian dialects. 

The liberal and well-timed aésis- 
tance furnished to the Evangelical 
Society at Stockholm, for the pur- 

of enabling them to print the 
ywedish Scriptures on standin 
sypes has had the most benefici 
influence all over the country, as 
will appear from the printed Re- 
rt of that Society, which has 
om recently received. This Re- 
port, which contains highly inter- 
esting facts and_observations, will 
be communicated in the Appen- 
dix. Suffice it, therefore, in this 
lace to state, that the Evangelical 
iety proceeds with the greatest 
zeal and activity ; that it has al- 
ready printed three editions of the 
Swedish Testament to the amount 
of: 10,600 copies ; that a fourth edi- 
tion of the same is in the press ; 
that the printing of 5,000 copies of 
the whole Swedish Bible is consid- 
erably advanced; and that the ce- 
meense f for the Swedish Scriptures, 
from all quarters, are much grea- 
ter than can be satisfied, and are 
daily increasing. 
our Committee, in their last 
Report, stated, that they had avail- 
ed themselves of the assistance of the 
Evangelical Society, to print the 





New Testament in the lan of 
Lapland ; they have now Sener. 
ure to announce the progress of this 
work, and the prospect of an early 
completion of-it. From the informa- 
tion of their Correspondent, it ap- 
pears, that half of it was finished 
in November last; and a ho 
was entertained, that the whole 
would be finished in time to allow of 
copies being forwarded to Lapland 
in the course of the Spring. 

The printing of the Icelantic Bi- 
ble, as noticed in the Fourth Re- 
port, has been retarded by various 
unforeseen impediments : your 
Committee, however, have reason 
to believe, that these impediments 
have been, in a great measure, re- 
moved ; and that this important 
work has either been actually com- 
menced, or will be very speedily 
undertaken. 

The printing of the Turkish Tes- 
tament at Karass, according to in- 
formation dated from Moscow in 
August last, appears then to have 
advanced as far as to the end of the 
Acts of the Apostles. 


Your Committee will next solicit 
the attention of the Members of 
the Society to the extensive opera- 
tions Carrying on in India,with aview 
to the circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures ; premising, that the inform- 
ation now detailed is derived from 
the half-yearly Reports of the 
Correspondin Committee in 
Calcutta, and the Letters annexed 
to them. 


It may be generally observed, 
that the various Translations are all 
proceeding with great spirit and 
energy ; and that the accuracy of 
these versions is considered by the 
Calcutta Committee, a point of the 
first importance; that a spirit of 
harmony prevails among the l'rans- 
lators ; and that, in the course of a 
few years, there will be editions of 
the Scriptures in various Oriental 
languages. Among these, the Ta- 
mul,Malay, Sanscrit, Bengalee, Oris- 
sa, Seek, Hindoostanee, Mahratta, 
are already printed, or in the press. 

The Arabic, Persian, Telinga, 
Malayalim, Burman, Carnatica, and 
several other dialects, to be hereaf- 
ter enumerated, together with the 
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Chinese, are preparing; and the 
printing of some of them is begun. 

With a view to general and 
harmonious co-operation in the 
translation and publication of the 
Holy Scriptures, the Corresponding 
Committee at Calcutta have enter- 
ed into a regular and encouraging 
intercourse with the several Minis- 
ters and dthers engaged in this 
work, throughout the different sta- 
tions in India. 

‘They have also adopted a meas- 
ure, which ees exceedingly well 
calculated to facilitate the great ob- 
ject of their labors, the establish- 
ment of a BiBLIOTHECA BIBLICA, 
consisting of a Bible Repository, to- 
gether with a Library for the use 
of Translators, under the auspices 
of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, and their own immediate 
superintendance. | 

he Repository is intended to 
contain Bibles and ‘Testaments for 
general accommodation, in all lan- 
guages, both European and Asiatic, 
to be disposed of by sale at moderate 
rices. The importance of such an 
nstitution, as it respects not onl 
India, but other ones the world, 
may be estimated by the considera- 
tion, that the port of Calcutta is 
the annual resort of multitudes from 
all quarters, for the purposes of 
trade ; of Armenian Greeks from 
the Archipelago, Arabians, Jews, 
Turks, and Malays ; “ some of al- 
most every nation under heaven.” 
To many of these, a copy of the 
Scriptures may prove an invaluable 
treasure, and by these means copies 
may be introduced into their res- 
pective countries. 

The Library is to consist of 
the original Scriptures, Lexicons, 
Grammars, Works on Biblical Crit- 
icism, and, in general, all such Books 
as tend to facilitate and perfect the 
labors of Translators. 

Your Committee, impressed with 
a deep sense of the great utility of 
this Institution in both its branches, 
have assisted its establishment, by 
procuring and consigning to the 

rresponding Committee at Cal- 
Cutta, editions of the Scriptures in 
various languages, for sale, as well 
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latter, (among whichis a valuable 
copy of Waiton’s Polygtott, pre- 
sented by ‘Thomas Hammersley 
Esq ) of course, are not to be sold, 
but to be considered a3 the exclusive 
pepe of the British and Foreign 
sible Society, and as merely lent 
for the purpose specified. 

The Institution of the Bibliotheca 
Biblica has received very general 
tbe ome ap in India. Four thou- 
sand volumes of the Scriptures, or 
ps Booesi ha been — 
in the following languages: English 
Portuguese, Avabie.” Hersian, Shin” 
doostanee, Sanscrit, Mahratta,Oris- 
sa, Bengalee, and Chinese ; and 
are now exposed to sale. A liberal 
subscription has been raised for that 
branch of it which is intended for 
the use of Translators ; and it has 
made a still more important acqui- 
sition of useful and valuable books 
in presents from individuals. 

‘our Committee have further the 
satisfaction to add, that the plan of 
the Liblotheca Biblica, as far as 

egards the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures, having been communicated 
to the several Chaplains under the 
Presidency of Fort William in Ben- 
gal, has received their unanimous 
approbation, and a promise of cor- 
dial co-operation on their parts. It 
appears also, that donations have 
been received from the different 
military stations. 

Of the Tamul Translation it may 
be observed, that it was executed 
and revised by the most able schol- 
ars, and is entitled to the highest 
praise for the correctness of its ver- 
sion and the accuracy of its print- 
ing. The Telinga ‘Translation is 
strand to the ead of the first 
Epistle to the Corinthians ; and 
although your Committee have to 
expresss their deep concern at the 
death of Mr. Desgranges, who in- 
spected and revised the labors of 
nunderayer, they have the satis- 
faction to add, that previous to his 
death, he had procured two able 
assistants, by whom the work of re- 
vision will be continued. 

The Corresponding Committee 
in Calcutta, having learnt, that, 
among twelve thousand native Prot- 





as a copious supply of books for 
the sole use of the Translators. The 


estant Christians belonging to the 
Tanjore Mission, none, the native 
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teachers excepted, possessed the Oid 
‘Testament, and not above one in 
two orthree hundred the New, exert- 
ed themselves with zeal to supply 
the deficiency. ‘Chey had the satis- 
faction to leain that several copies 
of the Tamul Scriptures might be 

rocured from the ‘Tranquebar and 

lepery Missionaries ; but as the 
funds remaining in their possession 
were inadequate to the purchase of 
them, an appeal was made to the 
— in Calcutta; and the Mem- 
vers of the Society will participate 
the gratification of their Committee, 
in being informed, that a'sum ex- 
ceeding 1,000/. was raised by sub- 
scription, on account of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, for the 
purpose of destributing the Tamul 
Scriptures in Tanjore. 

The Corresponding Committee, 
in consequence, have been enabled 
to purchase 500 Old and 400 New 
Testaments, together with 3C0 cop- 
jes of the Psalms in the Tamul 
dialect, being all that could be ob- 
tained. ‘They have also purchased 
150 New, and 200 Old Testaments 
in Portuguese, for the accommoda- 
tion both of Portuguese Protestants 
and Roman Catholic Priests, and 
private Christians,many of whom are 
no longer averse to receive them. 

Your Committee cannot omit 
stating, respecting the T'amul Scrip- 
tures, that the enquires of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society con- 
cerning an edition of the Scriptures 
jn that dialect, first led to the Knowl- 
edge of this want. 
in connexion of this part of the 

subject, your Committee have fur- 
ther to add, that in consequence 
of a representation that a supply of 
the Tamul Scriptures could not be 
obtained in India, adequate to the 
demand for them, they have procu- 
red and dispatched, on account of 
the Society, a printing press and a 
fount of Tamul types, with a con- 
siderable supply of paper, for prin- 
ting the Scriptures in that dialect. 

pam Committee have also the 
satisfaction to lay before the Mem- 
bers of the Society, a prospect of a 
still more ample diffusion of the 
Holy Scriptures in various eas- 
tern dialects which have not 
been enumerated, and in which 





they have never appeared. Dr. 
Leyden, whose extensive knowledge 
of these dialects is unrivalled, has 
submitted to the Corresponding 
Committee of Calcutta proposals 
for procuring versions in the follow- 
ing languages: The Siamese, Ma- 
cassar, Bugis, Afghan, Rakheng, 
Maldivian, and Jagatai ; compre- 
hending the colloquial dialects in 
use, from the eastern boundary of 
Bengal to to the Islands of Borneo 
and Celebes inclusive. The expense 
of Translating the four Gospels 
into each of these dialects, is estima- 
ted at about 800 rupees ; and the 
Corresponding Committe, anxious 
to take advantage of Dr. Leyden’s 
proposal, expressed their approba- 
tion of it, and agreed to pay the 
sum of 200 rupees on receiving a 
copy of each Gospel in any of the 
dialectsenumerated. This engage- 
ment has been fulfilled with respect 
to four of the proposed versions ; 
that of the Gospel of St. Matthew 
having been completed in the Push- 
to or Afghan dialect, and the Mal- 
divian excepting the two last chap- 
ters together with versions of the 
Gospel of St. Mark, in the Bugis 
and Macassar. 

As a very considerable part of 
the expense attending the printing 
of the Holy Scriptures in India ari- 
ses from the excessive dearness of 
paper there, your Committee have 
judged it expedient to provide a- 
gainst any unnecessary expen- 
diture in this article, by sending 
very large supplies of paper to those 
parts of India where it will be re- 
quired. A considerable quantity 
has been consigned to Bombay for 
es the New Testament in the 

alayalim language at that settle- 
ment. This work is considerably 
advanced, (a_printed copy of the 
Gospel of St. Matthew having been 
laid before your Committee,) and 
the completion of it is anxiously ex- 
pected by the members of the an- 
cient Syrianchurch ~— | 

It may be mentioned as a-singw- 
lar and not uninteresting circum- 
stance, that a native of India, and 
a Hindu, has subscribed 100 rupees 
to the funds of the Society, and has 
addressed a letter to your Commit- 
tee, acquainting them with it. 
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Your Committee, having thus de- 
tailed the proceedings now Carrying 
on ir India, for promoting the diffu- 
sion of the Scriptures, have only 
further to add, that they have con- 
sidered it their duty to aid them by 
pecuniary supplies commensurate to 
their extent and importance. ‘They 
have accordingly, in addition to the 
5000 /. granted for the disbursements 
of the preceding five years in trans- 
lating and printing the Scriptures in 
India, voted 2000/. annually for the 
three successive years. 

Your Committee cannot conclude 
their report respecting India, with- 
out observing, that in all the pro- 
ceedings of the Corresponcing Com- 
mittee at Calcutta, the fundamental 
principle of the Society to circulate 
the Holy Scriptures exclusively, 
without note or comment, has been 
distinctly recognized. In strict con- 
formity to this principle, the Cor- 
responding Committee have exclu- 
ded from admission into the 3:d/i- 
otheca Biblica, Bibles with com- 
ments for sale ; nor will they allow 
religious books or tracts of any kind 
to be sold, excepting the Reports of 
the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. 

It remains only to notice under 
this head, that the Hon. Sir Alex- 
ander Johnston, Chief Justice of 
Ceylon, who is returning to that 
station, has obligingly undertaken 
the ‘7 of “a large supply of 
English, Dutch, and Portugueze Bi- 
bles and Testaments for the use of 
on mee together ven supply 

paper for the purpose of printing | 
1000 copies of the New Teakaae 
in the Cingalese language. 
[20 be continued.] | 
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ORDINATIONS. 


ORDAINED to the work of the 
Gospel Ministry, in the town of 
Warren, (N. Y.) on the 26th. Sep- 
tember last, the Rev. Joun Barr. 
LETT.—The exercises were per- 
performed in the following manner 
viz. The Introductory Prayer by 
the Rev. Jesse Churchill, of Sum- 
ner Society, Litchfield, (N. Y.)—. 
the Sermon by the Rev. Shuhael 
Bartlett, of East-Windsor, (Con.) 
—the Consecrating Prayer by the 
Rev. Samuel Mills, of Saybrook, 
(Con.}——the Charge by the Rev, 
Hugh Wallace, Norwich Society, 
Litchfield, (N. Y.)—the Right Hand 
of Fellowship by the Rev. James 
Southworth, of Bridgewater, (N.Y.) 
—and the Concluding Prayer by 
the Rev. Elihu Mason, of Herkimer, 
(Y. N.) 


—_ 


ORDAINED to the work of the 
Gospel Ministry, at Litchfield, first 
Society, (N.Y.) on Wednesday, the 
2d ult. the Rev. SAMUEL T. MILLs. 
—The exercises were performed 
in the manner following, viz. The 
Introductory Prayer by the Rev. 
Elihu Mason, of Herkimer,—the 
Sermon by the Rev. Samuel Mills, 
of Saybrook, (Con.) the Conse- 
crating Prayer and the Charge by 
the Kev. James Southworth, of 
Bridgewater, (N. Y.)—the Right 
Hand of Fellowship by the Rev. 
Jesse Churchill, of Litchfield, (N.Y.) 





_—and the Concluding Prayer by the 


Rev. John Bartlett, of Warren (N.Y.) 


a — 


Donation to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


1811. 
Oct. 4.. Received from Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbury, collected in 
. . . 7. 7 . yn 8 —_ 


new settlements, ° 





